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Welcome New Members 


Ottawa Area 


Mark Aronoff 
Martin Barry 
Rodney Brook 
Lisa Chisholm-Smith 
Emily Coates 
Philip Fry 

Elizabeth Hargreaves 
Derek & Betty Hasler 
Linden Holmes 

Carol, Bloem and Anton Hopkins 
Stephen & Barbara Koch 
Normand Larche & family 
Susan Laurie-Bourque & family 
John Maly & Janet Crosbie 
Finley & Leydin Mullally 
Debra O’Leary & family 


Pat O’Malley 

John & Barbara Peachey 

Kristina Pek 

Marc Potvin 

Sandra Ridley & family 

Andrew and Corry Robertson 

Ghislaine Rozon & family 

Francis Savage & family 

Julie Simard 

Deborah Smith 

Penny Tanner and Sam Chan 

Patricia Thompson 

Lauren Trute 

Gwen Williams 

Dawn Yule 


Other Areas 

Robert Bruce, Clandeboye, MB 
T. Cooper, Nelson, BC 


Dave Smythe 
Membership Committee 
February, 2003 
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“Golden Anniversary” 
Membership List 1935-2003 

Dave Smythe 
Membership Chair 

Joined in 


1935 

J. E. V. Goodwill 

Victoria BC 

1936 

W. H. Minshall 

London ON 

1942 

R. Yorke Edwards 

Victoria BC 

1943 

C. Stuart Houston 

Saskatoon SK 

1943 

Mrs. Sheila Thomson 

Ottawa ON 

1944 

Miss Mary Stuart 

Ottawa ON 

1946 

J. M. Gillett 

Nepean ON 

1946 

V. E. F. Solman 

Ottawa ON 

1947 

W. J. Cody 

Ottawa ON 

1947 

W. A. Fuller 

Athabasca AB 

1948 

David Erskine 

Willowdale ON 

1948 

Mrs. E. Frankton 

Ottawa ON 

1949 

Henry H. Hildebrand 

Corpus Christi TX 

1950 

H.G. Lumsden 

Aurora ON 

1951 

E. L. Bousfield 

Ottawa ON 


There were no additions to the list this year. Mr. Earl Godfrey a member since 1947 and 
“Elder Statesman” of the birding community in Ottawa passed away this year. 
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The 124 th 

Annual Business Meeting 

Karen McLachlan Hamilton 

On January 14 th the OFNC held its 124 th annual business meeting (ABM). For such a 
cold evening it was nice to see 44 people attend. I spent the social part of the 
evening reviewing the minutes of the 123 rd ABM, the Treasurer’s and the various 
committee reports. 1 also had time to talk with Council Members, both old and new, 
fellow Club members and I met two new members. 

The formal portion began at approximately 7:30 when Eleanor Zurbrigg called the 
meeting to order. The first item was to vote on the minutes of the 123 rd ABM. The 
minutes were accepted with one correction. Business arising from the minutes 
concerned the annual reports from the Trinidad and Tobago Naturalists’ Club and the 
Club’s work on revamping of the Soiree. 

Following the minutes, Frank Pope reviewed the Treasurer’s report. He explained 
some of the particulars of the fund raising campaign and the Club’s contribution to 
the Carden alvar. The report was accepted and, upon recommendation, Janet Gehr 
was elected once again as OFNC Auditor. 

Fenja Brodo, Nominations Chair, presented the proposed list of candidates for the 
2003 Council. Since six people are retiring from Council, and the President was 
stepping down, there were several new candidates. The Club accepted the 
committee’s recommendations resulting in the following slate for 2003. 


President 
Vice President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Past President 
Business Manager 
Editor CFN 
Editor T&L 


Garry McNulty 
Mike Murphy 
Gillian Marston 
Susan Laurie-Bourque 
Frank Pope 
Eleanor Zurbrigg 
Bill Cody 
Francis Cook 

Karen McLachlan Hamilton 
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Chairs 


Birds 

Chris Traynor 

Computers 

Janet Castle 

Conservation 

Stan Rosenbaum 

Education and Publicity 

John Cameron 

Excursions and Lectures 

Roy John 

Finance 

Louise Schwartz 

Fletcher Wildlife Garden 

David Hobden 

Macoun Representative 

Barbara Gaertner 

Membership 

Dave Smythe 

Publications 

Ron Bedford 

FON Representative 

Cedrine Huemer 

Members at Large 


Charlie Clifford 


Kathy Conlan 


Marcel Gahbauer 


Diane Lepage 


Chairs not on Council 


Awards 

Ernie Brodo 

Macoun 

Rob Lee 

Nominations 

Fenja Brodo 


New members on Council are Janet Castle, Susan Laurie-Bourque, and Marcel 
Gahbaur. Returning Council members include Chris Trayner, Cendrine Huemer, 
Mike Murphy, and Gillian Marsten. 

Ken Allison, Dave Moore, Bev McBride, Bob Roach, Peter Goddard and Diane 
Holmes are retiring from Council. 

Eleanor thanked all the members for their contributions and welcomed all new 
members. 

Since there was ample time to review the 2002 Committee reports, the individual 
reports were not read aloud but the floor was open for any questions. Full reports 
from each Committee will be published in the CFN. 

Once the formal portion of the meeting was complete, we were treated to an 
informative talk by Roy John, chair of Excursions and Lectures (E&L), and a long 
standing E&L member Philip Martin. 
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Roy began with a discussion about the intricacies of organizing field trips and 
lectures. He explained how they choose the excursions and why some trips continue 
while others do not. Since the OFNC is a very diverse club, E&L tries to include 
trips and/or lectures that reflect the varied interests. They aim for a balance between 
flora and fauna, then match these interests to suit the season, and finally they try to 
find a leader who is capable, interested and available for the event. This is a 
momentous task at the best of times and one must consider that all these 
arrangements must be done three to six months in advance in order for them to be 
published in the appropriate issue. 

Basically there are two types of excursions, the day trips and the out-of-town ones. 
The Committee prefers to meet at the Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre for day trips 
because the Club has an agreement with the Centre whereby people can park 
legitimately. This means that people who are car pooling will not have to worry 
about their car being towed while they are away. There may be more convenient 
parking areas, but the Club only has such an agreement with this particular lot. 

Out-of-town field trips are much more difficult to coordinate. Firstly, in order for a 
bus trip to proceed at the quoted price, the Committee needs at least 33 people to 
register. If there are fewer than 30 people who register, then the options are either to 
cancel the trip or increase the cost. Depending on the success of previous trips, the 
decision could go either way. If a trip is offered on two separate occasions and 
subsequently cancelled, then that particular trip will be taken off the excursion list 
and will not be offered the following year. If this happens, sometimes the trip may 
be reintroduced if the Committee receives requests. In view of these problems, 1 urge 
you to register early if you are interested in attending a trip. 1 also did not know that 
in Ontario there is a liability issue for trips farther than 1000 km away. This explains 
why the Club can not offer trips to far reaching places. Point Pelee is just within the 
limit the Club can travel. 

Roy and Philip ended their presentation by talking about some of the more 
humourous moments. We heard about the time when the bus sank during one 
excursion and how a fellow member sank on a different excursion. We also heard 
about one of the few times the bus actually broke down and a memorable time when 
a trip was extended one to two hours due to a wrong turn. I learned that birding can 
be a dangerous hobby, especially when a gust of wind can blow a spotting scope onto 
one's head. Not to worry, birders are tough. The injured person wanted to (and did) 
continue. Only after the trip he went to the hospital and was fixed up - five stitches 
in all. Now that was dedication. 

Another interesting fact I learned is that birders and botanists are very different 
creatures. If there is a field trip where both are represented, you can almost bet that 
the birders will cover more ground and still be back on the bus long before the 
botanists. Maybe this is a reflection on the mobility of their organisms of interest. 
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Philip had a few slides of days gone by. We saw some young faces of some older 
Club members. How many of you remember the Dinobus? Philip included a group 
photo in front of the bus just in case you forgot those days. We also had a glimpse of 
some of the more popular excursions. Philip ended with a photograph of the group 
who ventured into Gatineau Park with the photographer Malak. This was a special 
treat and some of the Club members were hoping to receive some valuable insights 
into photography. Instead, many became unofficial assistants and, in some cases, 
spent up to 20 minutes holding leaves in just the right angle or lifting and holding a 
log for that special fungus picture. Well they were rewarded for their efforts with 
photograph of that trip published in one of Malaks’ books. 

The meeting officially ended at 9:20 p.m. 



OFNC Committees 


Frank Pope 


The following OFNC committee members were approved by the Council at its 
meeting on February 17 th . Committee members may be added during the year as 
approved by the Council. 

The Vice-Presidents serving as ex officio members of committees are as follows: 
Gillian Marston - Birds, Education & Publicity, Finance, Membership and 
Publications; Michael Murphy - Awards, Computer Management, Conservation, 
Excursions & Lectures, Fletcher Wildlife Garden and Macoun Field Club. 

The members listed below will operate your Club in 2003. Committee chairs appear 
in bold letters with their telephone numbers. Should you have any questions, 
comments, complaints or compliments pertaining to the operations of a committee, or 
should you desire to serve on a committee, please give the Chair a call or speak to a 
member of the relevant committee. 
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AWARDS 

Sandra Gushue 

Irwin Brodo 

Kala Harris 

(723-2054) 

Gregory Hutton 

Christine Hanrahan 

David Patte 

Bev McBride 

Gordon Pringle 

Sheila Thomson 

Bev Scott 

BIRDS 

CONSERVATION 

Chris Traynor 

Stanley Rosenbaum 

(721-9197) 

(596-4288) 

Ken Allison 

Lynne Bricker 

Colin Bowen 

Christine Hanrahan 

Marcel Gahbauer 

David Hobden 

Christine Hanrahan 

Diane Holmes 

Terry Higgins 

Philip Martin 

Bemie Ladouceur 

Frank Pope 

Christina Lewis 

Bill Royds 

Bev McBride 

Daniel Perrier 

Adrianne Sinclair 

Bev Peterkin 

EDUCATION & PUBLICITY 

Gordon Pringle 

John Cameron 

Daniel St. Hilaire 

(236-8591) 

Bev Scott 

Kathy Conlan 

Colin Selby 

Douglas Crombie 

Michael Tate 

Terry Huzarski 

Eve Ticknor 

BIRD RECORDS 

Brenda McCrea 

Pearl Peterkin 

(Sub-committee) 

EXCURSIONS & 

Ken Allison 

LECTURES 

(831-7585) 

Roy John 

Colin Bowen 

(748-9963) 

Bruce Di Labio 

Fenja Brodo 

Mark Gawn 

Lee Caimie 

Bob Gorman 

Eileen Evans 

Paul Jones 

Philip Jeffries 

Bemie Ladouceur 

Paddy Marsden 

Christina Lewis 

Maty Marsh 

Gordon Pringle 

Philip Martin 

Daniel St. Hilaire 

Francis Savage 

Michael Tate 

Chris Traynor 

Marilyn Ward 

FINANCE 

COMPUTER 

Louise Schwartz 

MANAGEMENT 

(729-8609) 

Janet Castle 

Ron Bedford 

(730-1065) 

Bill Cody 

Stephen Bridgett 

Sandy Garland 

Frank Pope 


FLETCHER WILDLIFE 
GARDEN 
David Hobden 
(521-4145) 

Charlie Clifford 
Sandra Garland 
Diane Lepage 
Christine Hanrahan 
Henry Steger 

Partner representatives 

Eric Moore 
Penny Reed 

MACOUN FIELD 
CLUB 
Rob Lee 
(623-8123) 

Martha Camfield 
Barbara Gaertner 
Diane Kitching 
Neala MacDonald 
Ian MacKay 
Joseph Potvin 
Sue Robinson 

MEMBERSHIP 
Dave Smythe 
(592-3011) 

Elisabeth Kanasy 
Verna Smythe 

NOMINATING 
Fenja Brodo 
(723-20540 

Frank Pope 
Eleanor Zurbrigg 

PUBLICATIONS 
Ron Bedford 
(733-8826) 

Fenja Brodo 
Bill Cody 
Francis Cook 
Karen Hamilton 
Elizabeth Morton 
Joyce Reddoch 
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Jubilee Medals Awarded 
to Two OFNC Members 


In recognition of Queen Elizabeth’s Golden Jubilee, the Government of Canada had a 
commemorative medal designed to mark the event. This medal, produced by the 
Royal Canadian Mint, features an effigy of the Queen on one side and a stylised 
maple leaf along with the Royal Cypher and Crown on the other. 

The goal of this award was to recognise Canadians for their outstanding and 
exemplary service to the community or to the country. Approximately 46,000 
Canadians received this medal. 


It is my pleasure to inform T&L readers of two recipients who were recognised for 
their contribution to the Club and to the country as a whole. The following are 
excerpts from the submitted citations with a few additions. 



William (Bill) Cody has contributed to botany in Canada and to the Ottawa 
Field-Naturalists’ Club. 
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Mr. Cody is a retired Curator of the Vascular Plant Herbarium at the Central 
Experimental Farm, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. Currently he is Canada’s 
leading expert on the flora of the Yukon. Mr. Cody is author or co-author of well 
over 200 publications. Regardless of his retirement, he can be found in his office 
every working day. 

Bill is especially known for his work on the Canadian Field-Naturalist, Canada’s 
foremost scientific journal for field biology. For 53 years and counting, he has 
served as Business Manager for the Canadian Field-Naturalist, and he has handled 
business affairs for all Club activities. 

E. Franklin Pope was nominated for his years of steady, dedicated and committed 
service to the OFNC. For the past 22 years, he has served continuously on Council in 
various capacities. He has served as Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, 
Finance Chair, 

Treasurer, and as 
President. For 
several years Frank 
represented the Club 
at the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists. 

Repeatedly over the 
years, Frank has 
assumed 

responsibilities that 
made heavy demands 
on his time and 
energy. Most notable 
was his unflagging 
leadership in the 
effort to gain 
environmental 
protection for Alfred 
Bog. A large section 
of Alfred Bog is now 
safe from 
commercial 
development due, in 
large part, to Frank’s 
steadfast leadership. 

Over many years, Frank and Bill have been a presence on Council and both still 
provide the Club with important continuity. 
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Alfred Bog Fund Raising 
Campaign, 2002 - Final Report 

Frank Pope 

I am pleased to report that the purchase is complete. Twelve hundred hectares (3,000 
acres) have been added to the 1,700 hectares (4,200 acres) already owned in Alfred 
Bog, bringing our holdings to about 75% of this provincially significant wetland. 

The $2,500,000 purchase price was met by the Government of Canada, the 
Government of Ontario and by private donations. Each of the three bodies was 
responsible for one third of the total cost and both governments met their obligations. 
To meet the private part of the deal, the Nature Conservancy of Canada has been 
obliged to borrow $290,000 to complete the deal. As of January 31 we had collected 
$54,300. I am proud to report that on October 1, when the option to acquire the land 
expired, the Club sent $55,000 to the Nature Conservancy. At its meeting on 
February 17, the OFNC Council voted to send an additional $4,000. Obviously, 
donations continue to be welcome. 

This is the third report in the series. In T&L Vol. 36 No. 3 (July-Sept 2002) 1 
described the involvement of the OFNC to date, the current situation and the 
opportunity open to us. In T&L Vol. 36 No. 4 (Oct-Dec 2002) I described campaign 
activity over the summer. In this report you will learn about the wind up of the 
campaign. 

The campaign was run by James Duncan of the Nature Conservancy of Canada, 
Ontario Office. The Nature Conservancy negotiated the purchase, took care of legal 
and survey issues and arranged the financing. They deserve our congratulations and 
gratitude. We played a supporting role, demonstrating local support. 

The OFNC campaign began with the preparation of English and French editions of a 
leaflet presenting the case for the acquisition. A letter from the President reinforcing 
this message and appealing to members for donations was also printed. Copies of the 
President's letter and the leaflet were mailed to all local Club members plus some 
others. There followed a centre fold ad in T&L soliciting contributions. The 
President sent a personal letter and copies of the leaflet to the Canadian Nature 
Federation, the Federation of Ontario Naturalists and all of the naturalist clubs in the 
Ontario East Region of the FON Nature Network. In addition, the President sent a 
personal letter with a supply of leaflets to the Catharine Traill Naturalists in St Anne 
de Bellevue, the Ottawa Valley Chapter of the Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society and the Club des omithologues de I’Outaouais. 
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There were two public events. Julie Perrault organized a benefit concert at 
Rasputin’s and a display was staffed for a morning at the Mountain Equipment Co¬ 
op. 

The media were kind to us. The Nature Conservancy organized the official opening 
of the campaign at Alfred on April 22. It was attended by senior officials from all 
levels of government and received good media coverage. The Ottawa Citizen was 
particularly supportive with their numerous articles and we also received some radio 
and TV coverage. Lee Valley Tools featured the Alfred Bog appeal in the July issue 
of their Garden catalogue. A photo of the rare White Fringed Orchid, which became 
the symbol for the campaign, appeared on the cover. Leo Durocher of the Vankleek 
Hill and District Nature Society took the photo. 

Two hundred and eighty two receipts were issued for donations of $10.00 or more 
and many contributed lesser amounts. Eighty percent of the donors returned the 
coupon at the bottom of the President’s letter or the ad in T&L. Coincidentally, 80% 
of the donors had Ottawa addresses. Two thirds of the donations were received in 
June and July but they are still coming. Just under 40% of the donors contributed 
$ 100 or more and together they accounted for 86% of the total. Contributions were 
also received from the Canadian Nature Federation conference here in Ottawa, the 
concert at Rasputin’s and the display at Mountain Equipment Co-op. In addition, a 
number of local people contributed directly to the Nature Conservancy. Expenses 
amounted to $960 and they were taken from the OFNC Operating Fund in order that 
every dollar would go toward the purchase price. 

We are indebted to the following people for their work in this campaign: Alain 
Bergeron, John Cameron, Diane Holmes, Cecile Julien, Diane Lepage, Julie Perrault, 
Stan Rosenbaum, Renate Sander-Regier, Louise Schwartz, Dave Smythe and Jim 
Ward. 

Once again, I thank everyone who has contributed to this campaign. I find it heart 
warming to see so many familiar names on the list of donors. It would also be 
appropriate to recognize a substantial donation in memory of Clarrie Frankton, a long 
time member of the Club, a mentor, a fine botanist, and a good man. Following is a 
list of donors. 
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Anonymous (2) 
Dorothea Abman 
Glenneth Anderson 
Marilyn Anions 
Bill & Jeanette Arthurs 
Geneva A. Baird 
Ted Baldwin 
Christine Banfill 
Lesley S. Barrenger 
Sandra Bauer 
Clifton Beck 
Ron & Trudy Bedford 
Carol Beeby 
J. Robert Bennett 
Robina Bennett 
Denis A. Benson 
Nelson & Vera 
Bentley 
Shirley Beyer 
Ann & Roger Bird 
Rosanne Bishop 
Barbara J, Black 
Jeffrey Blackadar 
Ingrid Blake & Dr 
Weston Blake Jr. 
Peter Blancher 
Irene Bond 
James Bridgland 
Irwin M. & Fenja 
Brodo 

Carrie Buchanan 
Audrey J. Buckingham 
Patrick Bulman 
Claudia Bums 
Judith Burrows 
G. M. Butler 
Leona M Caimie 
John F. Cameron 
Canadian Nature 
Federation 
P. Douglas Carman 
Brenda Carter 
Michael Caskey 


Paul Catling & Vivian 
Brownell 
Dr. & Mrs. G. W. 
Chapman 

Dr. Charles S. Churcher 
Adrienne Clarkson (The 
Right Flonorable) 

Dan Cliffen 
Charles Clifford 
Pamela Clifford 
Club des omithologues 
de l’Outaouais 
William Cody 
Brian Coleman 
Bruce Collins 
Brendan Collins & 

Evan Lothian 
Brian Copeland 
Monique Coupai 
Catherine Cousineau 
David Critchlow 
Douglas S. Crombie 
Dale Crook 
Donald G. Cuddy 
Violetta Czasak 
Donald & Barbara 
Davidson 

Elizabeth A. Deavy 
Stan Dee 
Jack F. DeLong 
A. J. M. Denton 
Suzanne M. Deschenes 
Andre Desjardins 
Susan Desjardins 
Douglas Associates 
Landscape 
Architects Ltd. 
Doreen Duchesne 
Frank Duggan 
Janet Dunbrack 
Caroline Dunlop 
Erica Dunn 
Christine Eberl 


Nigel Edmonds 
Mrs. H. Ekler 
David Erskine 
Eileen Evans 
Joy & Cam Finlay 
Elizabeth Fleming 
Nancy Flood 
Karen Floyd 
Peter H. Foulger 
Enid G. Frankton 
Hilffiede Friedericy 
Kenneth Garrett 
Mr. & Mrs. James 
Georgiles 
Alan U. Gibbons 
Lynn Gillespie 
John M. Gillett 
Courtney Gilliatt 
Jim & Anne Ginns 
Sandra Goodick 
Mr. & Mrs. D. 
Goodier 

Frances E. Goodspeed 
Robert Gorman 
Dorothy E. Greene & 
Gwen Prattis 
Philip Greer 
Jean H Griffin 
Mildred M Groh 
Gruenwoldt. Copeland 
Assoc. Ltd. 

Chester Gryski 
Katherine Gunn 
Marilyn Hahn 
Tony Halliday 
Peter & Judith Hall 
Stewart Hamill 
Karen McLachlan 
Hamilton 
Gordon Hamre 
Dorothy Hansen 
Bonnie C. Hamden 
H inrich Harries 
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Bill & Judy Henry 
Terry Higgins 
Norah Hillary 
David Hobden 
Ronald Hoffe 
Eloise Holland 
Patricia Holland 
Diane Holmes 
Margaret Holton 
Grant P. Hopkins 
Mary Hoth 
C. Stuart Houston 
Mary Howell 
Susan Howell & Roger 
Lucy 

Hugh & Yvonne Hunt 
R. M. Hutchinson 
Terry Huzarski 
Thomas Irwin 
Elizabeth Janssen 
Linda Jeays 
Michael J. Jaques 
Dr. J. Ian Jeffrey 
Philip A. Jeffreys 
Gwen & Roy Jenkins 
Roy John 

Norma P. Johnston 
Kathleen Jones 
Paul Jones 

Rosemary & Sid Joma 
Jacob & Juanita Karsh 
Mary Kerr 
Joan D. Kidd 
Valerie Kirkwood 
Diane Kitching 
Lene Kollgard 
K. Krywicki 
Leo Labrie 
Val Bernard 
Ladouceur 
George Laidlaw 
Colin Lake 
Louis L’Arrivee 
George F. Ledingham 


Karin Lehmann 
Jocelyn E. Lillycrop 
Kathleen Liver 
A. Lymbumer 
Beth MacCallum 
Stewart MacDonald 
Earle & Elizabeth 
MacEachem 
Ann MacKenzie 
Jack MacKenzie 
Jean MacKinnon 
Virginia MacLatchy 
Grace L. MacNab 
Paul Maurenbrecher 
MacNamara Field 
Naturalists’ Club 
Amy MacPherson 
Celesta Marion 
Daphne Marston 
Gillian Marston 
J. W. Martens 
Janet & Philip Martin 
Philip Mathews 
Mary-Ellen Maybee 
Dr. Gordon McArthur 
Lloyd McDermot 
Dr. Terence McIntyre 
Cheryl L. McJannet 
William A. McKay 
Michael McKenna 
David McLeod 
David McNicoll & 
Janice Dowling 
Jean McNiven 
Garry McNulty 
Dr. Wayne McShane 
Mary McWhinney 
R. J. Millen 
Peter Mix 

Rita Morbia & Ruben 
Boles 
Pat Moretti 
Ted & Linda Mosquin 
Barbara Mulally-Pauly 


Frank W. Munro 
Annette J. Murray 
Don & Phyllis Mutch 
Isabelle Nicol 
Frances Norkett 
Dennis O’Grady 
Dr. Richard Orawiec 
D. Lynn Paibomesai 
Gwen & Larry Paget 
Sandra Parsons 
Flora E. Patterson 
Janice A. Patterson 
Raymond P. Pearmain 
D. Pearson 
Virginia F. Peck 
M. Aileen Pelzer 
Pembroke Area Field 
Naturalists 
Julie Perrault 
Pearl Peterkin 
Alfred Pick 
William & Therese 
Daoust-Pickett 
Elizabeth L Pitney 
B. H. Plimmer & 
Elizabeth C. Greene 
Frank Pope 
Carole Portelance & 
lan Armour 
Allan Porter 
Deborah Powell & F. 

McDermott 
Doreen Powers 
Dr. Yolande Prenoveau 
lola Price 
Brian Puttock 
Simon Rainville 
Alexander W. Rathwell 
Helga Ray 
Peggy Robinson 
Susan Rogers 
Ernest F. Roots 
Stanley Rosenbaum 
Martin Roth 
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Clifford G. Rounding 
Jean Saldanha 
Jo Saunders 
Ada M Scott 
Louise Schwartz 
David & Carolyn 
Sebum 

John Shepherd 
Adrianne Sinclair 
Peter Sonea 
W. D. Smythe 
Joan Speirs 
Lorie Srivastava 
Henry Steger 
Dr. T. W. Stewart 
Ken Taylor 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Taylor 
Muriel H Teager 
Bruce Thomas 
Dianna Thompson 


Sheila & Harry 
Thomson 
Karen Tippett 
Ewen Todd 
J. R Townshend & M. 

Wenzowski 
Tony Turner 
Alex & Ursula 
Wandeler 
Isabel Ward 
Marilyn Ward 
Robert Watt 
Dorothy J. Whyte 
Nanette Whitwam 
W. James Wickware 
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The Falcon Watch Continues 


Eve Ticknor 

Since the Peregrines overwintered in Ottawa this year, it is a safe bet that the annual 
Falcon Watch will go into its seventh season. Come and enjoy the experience. The 
rewards are unsurpassed. 

We hope to start around the middle of June and run for two or three weeks. At that 
time we will need volunteers to help monitor the chicklets until they learn to fly. 
Experience is not necessary. Volunteers work in small groups and our schedule 
covers every day. 

If you have a few hours to give (we work in shifts), please contact Eve Ticknor at 
737-7551 or 859-9545 or at sandbird@magma.ca. 
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Wild in the Garden Again: 

An Update on Habitat and Wildlife at 

the FWG 


Christine Ha nr a ha n 


Introduction 

It has been four years since I wrote about the Fletcher Wildlife Garden (FWG) and the 
wildlife found there (Hanrahan 1999). The garden is constantly evolving, both 
naturally and through careful ‘management.’ This is reflected in the new species and 
shifting numbers using the site. With these and other changes taking place, it seemed 
the time was ripe for an update. 

Background 

For those not familiar with the FWG a quick summary follows. The garden, a project 
of the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club (OFNC), is run by a committee which reports to 
the OFNC Council. An active team of energetic volunteers works on all aspects of the 
garden, but particularly the Backyard Garden which in many respects is the public face 
of the OFNC. Conceived as a “Wildlife ‘87” project by Judy and Peter Flail and by Jeff 
Harrison, the project was to 
promote the principles of 
gardening for wildlife using 
native plants and no 
chemicals and therefore be 
in harmony with nature. 

The idea was promoted by 
the Club’s Conservation 
Committee (1987, 1988). 

After considering various 
locations a seven hectare 
site on the Central 
Experimental Farm, east of 
Prince of Wales Dr. and 
south of the Dominion 
Arboretum was chosen 
(Map 1). In 1990 the 
Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ 

Club formed an agreement 



Map. 1. Location of the FWG. 
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Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club formed an agreement with Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada to take over the site and work began on what would become a major 
transformation from mostly mowed grass to a wildlife oasis of hedgerows, thickets, and 
open areas full of tall grass and wildflowers (Hall 1990). A pond was dug, the small 
Ash woodlot was allowed to develop an understorey, a new woodlot and hedgerow 
were planted, and an open area was allowed to evolve as old field habitat. A 
demonstration backyard garden was created behind Building 138 which is now our 
Interpretive Centre, and a home for OFNC activities. 

For more about the FWG please visit the website at 

http://home.achilles.net/ofnc/Jletcher.php3 where there is a wealth of information 
including descriptions of the various habitats, copies of the quarterly FWG Newsletter 
( What's Up at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden) and a virtual tour of the garden. A 
brochure about the FWG can be picked up from the box in front of the Interpretive 
Centre. Other brochures on birds, butterflies, wildflowers and the Backyard Garden are 
available from the Interpretive Centre which is usually open Friday mornings, or during 
the summer, five days a week when a staff person is on hand. 

The garden as you see it today is the result of both natural succession and hard work by 
dedicated volunteers, work which is and will be ongoing. This year, 2003, the garden 
celebrates its 13 th year, not really a very long time in the great scheme of things, and yet 
tremendous changes have occurred. We are proud of the shelter it provides to wildlife 
and the solace it gives to urban-weary humans, and we anticipate the continued 
evolution of the garden with pleasure. 

UPDATES 
Habitat Changes 

The last four years have seen important transformations in the garden. A section of the 
new woodlot planted in the early days of the project is now one of the most enchanting 
places with tall trees and an understorey of shrubs and wildflowers. It links up with the 
southwest section of the now mature hedgerow forming a dense and protected habitat 
for birds and small mammals. 

The birch grove has metamorphosed into a significant copse of tall trees; the several 
sumac thickets have spread considerably; and the area directly south of the Ash woodlot 
contains a fairly thick stand of Red osier Dogwood which provide nest sites and food 
for many bird species. The ravine continues to become more densely vegetated and is 
still the best place in the garden to look for birds. Patches of Common Milkweed have 
increased and Queen Anne’s Lace, New England Aster and several species of 
goldenrod have spread abundantly attracting various insects including a variety of 
butterflies. 

Many of the changes that have occurred are a result of natural succession. However, 
the garden is far from a hands-off project. There will always be a degree of 
‘management’ in many areas. The old field, for example, will be one of more heavily 
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managed sites because periodic mowing will be necessary if we are to retain it at a very 
early level of succession to show the characteristics and values of old field habitat. 

This site was mowed in the fall of 2002 after about six years of growth. In future we 
will most likely cut every two to three years or try strip mowing which involves 
alternating strips of vegetation mowed at different times. 

The pond too is subject to management, primarily to control exotic plants such as 
Flowering Rush. There has also been discussion about controlling the water flow 
(possibly via a small dam) so that there is adequate water during the summer months. 
The pond is one 
of our great 
successes, 
despite the 
growth of 
invasive aquatic 
plants, for it has 
attracted a 
wealth of 
creatures from 
insects to 
mammals to 
birds to herps. 

Looking at the 
pond now, who 
would ever 
know it was 
human-created. 

The pond in summer. Photo by Sandy Garland. 

Planting, planting and more planting 

Thanks to various grants and the work of many volunteers, hundreds of shrubs, trees 
and herbaceous plants have been planted around the garden. The Ash woodlot has 
absorbed many of the trees, both inside woodlot to replace the scores of buckthorn 
taken out over the last couple of years and in the semi-circle to the west of the woods. 
More shrubs have gone into the thickets around the old field where significant numbers 
of buckthorn, some very large, were removed. Of course the Backyard Garden is 
always evolving too with many new plants. Needless to say, all of the new vegetation 
is native to this region. 

Invaders in the garden 

Much of the planting has been a response to control some of the more insidious 
invasive plants which have seeded themselves on the site. The two most aggressive 
non-native plants at FWG are buckthorn and Swallowwort (or Dog-Strangling Vine) 
that are being removed and replaced with native species. Starting in the summer of 
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2001 scores of buckthorn shrubs were cut or uprooted, particularly from the thickets 
around the old field site where many native shrubs were planted in their stead (Garland 
2001). Buckthorn removal continued in 2002 with most of the mature shrubs and 
seedlings rooted out from the Ash woodlot and dozens of native tree species planted to 
fill in the gaps. Where removal of very large buckthorns would create a loss of nest 
sites and leave a gaping hole in the landscape, girdling was done instead. One prime 
example of this is the enormous buckthorn on the north side of the pond which not only 
provides cover and shade along the north slope, it is well used by birds for perching, 
especially in summer, and this winter (2002-2003) sported three large Red Squirrel 
nests. 

In 2001 Naomi Cappucino, a biology professor at Carleton University, with several of 
her students began studying ways of controlling the seriously invasive Swallowwort by 
setting up a series of study plots at the FWG (those small orange flags you see are some 
of her plots). So far no solution has emerged but work is ongoing (Cappucino 2001). 

Another serious invasive plant at FWG is Garlic Mustard found, for the most part, in 
the Ash woodlot (Garland 2001) and where volunteers have recently had some success 
in reducing the overall growth. 

Birds 

Bill Holland began collecting data on birds of the FWG and the area immediately 
adjacent when the project got underway in 1990 (Hall 1990). Bill logged close to 100 
species by the time of his death in late 1993, and consequently, new species are added 
slowly. Beginning in 1994,1 took over bird observations for FWG concentrating more 
on nesting data. A report on birds of the FWG was published in 1997 (Hanrahan 1997). 
Our first bird brochure in 1996, Birds of the Fletcher Wildlife Garden , listed 103 
species, and by the most recent update in January 2002 the list stood at 117 species. 
Since then two more species have been added for a total of 119 species. Not bad for a 
small patch of Ottawa greenspace. 

We know that numbers of birds increase and decrease as their preferred habitat 
succumbs to succession or some other change. The habitat modifications noted above 
have definitely had an effect on birds found at FWG, mostly on the positive side. Of 
course, if the entire area were to become wooded we would lose many of the birds that 
nest in edges and open areas. One task for the spring of 2003 is to ‘de-tree’ the south 
slope of the pond where numerous swallow boxes are situated. Once the trees reach a 
certain height the swallows will be deterred from using their nest boxes, so we are 
planning to transplant as many trees as possible to the western portion of the new 
woods and retain the nest box area as open land - which will mean uprooting any trees 
that self-seed there. Nest boxes from other parts of the new woods will be moved to 
open areas. 
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Nesting birds- the 
story so far 

Nesting Birds at FWG 

Since many species 

Green Heron 

Gray Catbird 

require specific 

Mallard 

Brown Thrasher 

nesting conditions. 

American Kestrel 

European Starling 

one way to 

Killdeer 

Yellow Warbler 

determine the 

Mourning Dove 

American Redstart 

success of a site is 

Downy Woodpecker 

Song Sparrow 

by noting how many 

Eastern Kingbird 

Northern Cardinal 

birds nest there. 

Warbling Vireo 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Although it has been 

American Crow 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

said that habitat 

Tree Swallow 

Baltimore Oriole 

quality is not 

Bam Swallow 

House Finch 

necessarily reflected 

Black-capped Chickadee 

American Goldfinch 

by the density of 

American Robin 

House Sparrow 

wildlife populations 
at a site (van Home 



1983), nonetheless to us the numbers of nesting birds at FWG is some measure of 
success. Birds need food, water, shelter and safe, protected nest sites, and all of these 
requirements are met to some extent for some species at the garden. Many nesting birds 
covering some 26 species are confirmed as having nested in the garden. Three more 
species have probably nested but confirmation is lacking. 

Tree Swallow numbers increased dramatically in 2001 (up from seven pairs in 1999) 
and nearly every swallow box was taken over by this species. The trend continued in 
2002 and over 20 pairs of Tree Swallows are now using the FWG. This is in contrast to 
previous years when House Sparrows occupied at least one-third of the boxes. We’re 
planning to erect more swallow boxes this year and expect that they will be ‘snapped 
up' in no time, as were the two which were claimed by swallows within hours of their 
placement by Dale Crook in the old field in 2001! 

Other species which have increased in terms of nesting pairs are Yellow Warblers, 
American Robins, Black-capped Chickadees, Baltimore Orioles, American Goldfinches 
and Red-winged Blackbirds. Gray Catbird, Northern Cardinal and Song Sparrow 
apparently suffered a dip in 2002, no doubt due to extensive removal of buckthorn, 
leaving the thickets where these species primarily nested quite sparse in places. 
However, once the Elderberry and other replacement shrubs take hold, growth will be 
quick and in about 5 or 6 years the thickets should begin to fill in creating a safe nest 
area once more. In the meantime, other thickets continue to develop and will quickly 
provide new nest sites. 

New nesting species 

In the garden we recorded Brown Thrasher, American Redstart, and most exciting of 
all, a pair of Green Herons (found by Sandy Lang) who raised four young in the 
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summer of 2002. 


New nesting species adjacent to the FWG were Merlins in 2001 and 2002 (we re 
hoping they choose the garden in 2003!), and Cooper’s Hawks. 

New species in the garden 

Our first new species in quite awhile, and 117* on our list, was found in November 

2001 when a beautiful grey-phase Gyrfalcon lingered for a day or so. This was almost 
certainly the same bird found earlier on the farm. No sooner had our updated (2002) 
bird brochure been printed in large quantities when Dale Crook discovered another new 
species, a Woodcock (#118), in the ravine behind the Interpretive Centre. In the fall of 

2002 I found four Rusty Blackbirds near the old field, for the 119 th species on our list. 

Other 

Birders visiting the FWG should extend their tour to include the Arboretum and the 
farm fields. Viewed from the Arboretum, the Rideau Canal often has a selection of 
interesting birds, especially in spring and fall when Common Loons, Pied-billed 
Grebes, Common and Hooded Mergansers, Lapland Longspurs, and various shorebirds 
can be found, the latter usually when the muddy shoreline has been exposed by lowered 
water levels. A couple of winters ago a Barred Owl hung out near the Neatby Building 
on the farm, and in the fall of 2002 a Peregrine Falcon stayed around the same area for 
a few days helping demolish the pigeon population. In January 2003 a very pale Great 
Homed Owl, possibly the subarcticus race, was found near the greenhouses on the 
farm. A Great Homed Owl was also reported from the FWG earlier in the same month. 

Butterflies and other insects 

When the Butterflies of the Fletcher Wildlife Garden brochure was compiled in 1998, 

33 species of butterflies had been observed which, remarkably, is about one-third of all 
the butterflies found in the Ottawa District. Since then, some interesting butterflies 
have been added to our FWG list. 

New species in the garden 

In the summer of 1999 Don Lafontaine found a Bronze Copper, a species both local and 
uncommon according to the Butterflies of Canada (1998). Eastern Tailed Blue is a rare 
species in eastern Ontario, but in July of 2000 Peter Hall found two in the garden, and 
relocated them again in late August. At first glance it would be easy to dismiss them as 
one of the more common blues, but they are quite different and the distinctive ‘tail 
gives them away. Also recorded in 2000 and new for the garden was a Little Wood- 
Satyr. On Canada Day in 2002, Peter Hall discovered our fourth new species for the 
garden, a Tawny-edged Skipper, bringing the total number of butterflies found at FWG 
to 37 species. 

A really exciting observation was made on September 17, 2002 by Maxim Larivee who 
found a very fresh Fiery Skipper in the Ornamental Gardens, a species new to the 
Ottawa District. A few hundred metres or so further south and east and we’d have been 
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adding this gorgeous butterfly to our FWG list! Keep your eyes peeled this summer... 

We continue to find good numbers of most of the common overwintering butterflies 
such as Mourning Cloak and Milbert’s Tortoiseshell. On warm days in very early 
spring or late fall it is not unusual to find these butterflies out and about. One warm 
mid-October day in 2000,1 watched eight Mourning Cloaks fly out one by one, from a 
fruit tree in the ravine and wing their way across to the other side. The summer of 2001 
was an exceptional one for Anglewings throughout the region, and the FWG had its fair 
share of these exquisite butterflies, in particular Question Marks and Red Admirals. 

Other insects 

In the fall of 2001 swarms of ladybugs were so plentiful as to gamer the attention of 
people other than naturalists and gardeners. It turned out that these abundant beetles 
were the Asian Ladybug and according to information posted by Henri Goulet on the 
ECORC web site, were accidentally introduced into North America (in Louisiana) in 
1988, reaching Canada in 1995. We found hundreds of these critters all over the garden 
and around the Interpretive Centre, and it was not unusual to have half a dozen land on 
one’s body at any given time. Apparently they eat aphids, as do their native 
counterpart, but they also eat the larvae of other ladybug species which is not so good. 
At any rate, last fall (2002) few if any of these insects were noticed. 

The garden attracts abundant insects and spiders and we are familiar only with the most 
recognizable: Cecropia Moths, Ctenucha Moths, Praying Mantis, Milkweed Bugs and 
beetles, bees, wasps of various species, dragonflies and damselflies, cicadas, and other 
common creatures. We would really like to have someone who knows insects well do a 
survey for us of what we have (see under How you can help below). 

Mammals 

Our mammal population at the garden seems to be undergoing some interesting 
changes. Seven or eight years ago there were quite a few groundhogs living at the 
FWG, but over the past three years their numbers have declined to such an extent that 
they are now seldom seen. In the spring of 2002 I saw perhaps three groundhogs at 
different locations around the garden, but by mid-summer I realized that I hadn’t seen 
any for some time. This seemed to be the story around the entire farm - they were there 
in spring but mostly gone by summer. Dogs certainly kill some of these animals, and 
there may be other reasons for their absence from parts of the farm (they are 
unwelcome), but it is quite likely that the burgeoning fox population has more to do 
with their reduced numbers. 

Red Foxes have denned on the farm for years and there is evidence that they had used at 
one time, and may again use the FWG as a natal site. At any rate, the main den site 
produced a fairly sizeable litter of five pups in 2002. Over the years that I have been 
noting them the average number of pups in a litter seems to be three. During 2002 these 
beautiful animals were.much in evidence around FWG and it is obvious that the garden 
has become an increasingly attractive hunting ground for them. Fox tracks are 
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Fox in the Backyard Garden at FWG. Photo taken by David Hobden. 


everywhere in the fresh snow and scats are common, especially in the middle of trails! 
One day the backyard garden crew were on their coffee break when someone spotted a 
fox near the bird feeder. Much excitement ensued as people crowded around the 
window to watch the fox half-climb the Elderberry shrub and pull a squirrel to it’s 
quick end. The ravine is one of the best places to watch for foxes in winter since it is a 
resting spot as well as a conduit from the farm to the rest of the garden, but please, do 
not try to track them there! Watch them from above. Winter is a cruel season for 
animals and they need to conserve energy for the difficult task of finding food. 

Eastern Cottontail rabbits were a novelty at FWG just half a dozen years ago but their 
numbers quickly burgeoned, as rabbit numbers will if nature runs its course! Flowever, 
their numbers too seem to have dipped lately, no doubt primarily due to increased fox 
predation. 

As for the Short-tailed Weasel we first saw in May 1998 with its family of young 
(Hanrahan 1999), only fleeting and infrequent sightings of this mammal have been 
recorded since then. 
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New species in the garden 

Two new mammals for the FWG were found. In November 2001 a young beaver found 
its way to the pond for awhile, but whether it was the same beaver noted the following 
spring on April 22 nd in 2002 - who knows? This time the animal stayed around for two 
or three days, always on the north side of the pond. This was wise because that slope is 
difficult for dogs and people to access and it was able to stay relatively well hidden. A 
large den on that same slope that has been there for several years showed signs of 
recent activity and I did wonder if the beaver had overwintered there. As most people 
know, beavers will den in banks as well as in the more familiar lodges. Whatever the 
story, he disappeared and as far as we could tell, none showed up this past fall. We’ve 
certainly not seen any signs of beaver activity. 

In February 2002 I was idly looking out the window of the centre into the ravine when 1 
saw a Whitetail Deer sitting on the south slope. I thought at first 1 was seeing things, 
but no, the animal was real and very much alive. A conservation officer was contacted 
and later told us that a deer had been living for the past six months in the vicinity of 
Fisher and Meadowlands. He reckoned ‘our’ deer was probably the same animal and if 
so, the garden must have seemed like paradise after the suburban nightmare. Although 
1 never saw it again, the animal was reported several times over the spring and then... 
nothing. 1 hope it managed to make its way to somewhere safe. 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

During the summer of 1999 at least four Painted Turtles and a Blanding’s Turtle shared 
the pond, as they had for a couple of years. However, in recent years we’ve seen only 
one or two Painted Turtles, and the occasional lone Snapping Turtle looking for a 
suitable egg-laying spot, but no Blanding’s. Blanding’s are notorious wanderers and no 
doubt the one that graced our pond for a few years, if it survived, up and left one spring 
day looking for more of its own kind. 

Wood Frogs, Leopard Frogs and American Toads continue to live and breed in the 
pond, but in 2002 at least, seemed to be far fewer in number. No real surveys have been 
done so this comment is not backed up by data! However, with a family of hungry 
Green Herons hanging around with an appetite for tadpoles... 

How you can help 
Volunteer 

The largest group of FWG volunteers meets on Friday mornings to work on the 
Backyard Garden. This is a good opportunity to get some hands-on experience in 
gardening with native plants as well as helping with the many tasks that always need 
doing. For more information about the BYG activities contact David Hobden at 
521 -4145 or e-mai I dhobden@achilles. net. 

Volunteers are also needed to staff the centre on Sunday afternoons from approximately 
mid-May to mid-Oct. This can be a great way to spend a few hours, meeting visitors, 
browsing through all the great reference material in the FWG library when things are 
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quiet, watching the birds and other critters around the centre. There are also many other 
opportunities to help out. If interested, contact Sandy Garland at 730-0714, or email 
sgarland@achilles.net. or David Hobden. 

Recording observations 

In addition to keeping track of all species at FWG, we want to discover what all these 
critters are doing! We're keen to find out what plants they eat (seeds, fruit, leaves, twigs 
etc.), where they nest, what flowers attract which insects, which plants host what larvae, 
where the Paper Wasp nests are hung, and.. .well, you get the idea. If you’d like to 
spare a few hours every few weeks to make regular observations, please contact the 
FWG at 234-6767 and leave a message. We’d especially like to hear from anyone 
familiar with spiders and insects other than butterflies who would be willing to compile 
a preliminary list for us. Email me at vanessa@magma.ca or call the FWG at the 
above number if you are interested 
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Fletcher Wildlife Garden 
Summer Program 

David Hobden 

FWG is on the east side of Prince of Wales Drive, south of the traffic circle. Sunday 
afternoons, noon to 4:00 pm, the Interpretation Centre will be open. Come and 
brouse the library and see the displays. This will start in May and continue through 
September. 

We hope to have a summer student employee again this year. This person will be on 
site on weekdays from mid-June to late August and will provide information and 
access to the Interpretation Centre. 

Volunteer work groups will meet Friday and Sunday mornings, starting in April. 

New volunteers are always welcome. Call 730-0714 or e-mail 
sgarland@achilles.net for more information. 

For the latest information phone FWG at 234-6767 or visit our web site at 
http: //home, achilles. net/ofnc/fletcher.php3 


FWG needs a Backyard Garden 
Coordinator 


David Hobden 

If you have both practical gardening experience and basic knowledge of local 
wildlife, we need you to oversee ongoing work at the FWG. 

We have a strong crew of enthusiastic volunteers, but we need someone to provide 
guidance and an overall direction for this showcase area of the FWG. Anyone who is 
interested must be available Friday mornings. 

If you are interested in this volunteer position or would like more information, please 
call David Hobden at 521-4145 or Sandy Garland at 730-0414 or at 
sgarland@achilles. net. 
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Results of the 2002 Taverner Cup 
Birding Competition 

Jeff Harrison 

Co-ordinator of the Taverner Cup Birding Competition 

This year 58 participants in 15 teams, eight competitive and seven recreational, 
competed in the 6 111 Annual Taverner Cup Birding Competition held on Saturday 
May 25, 2002. The temperatures were in the mid teens and the skies were clear. A 
major migration passed through a few days before our event resulting in some rare 
birds still lingering. Birders found some passerines at migrant traps and many forest 
and field birds on their breeding territories. The late spring encouraged enough 
waterfowl to remain behind to help increase the overall totals. Many outstanding 
birds were recorded on the day including a Snowy Plover at the Kingston Field- 
Naturalist (KFN) property on Amherst Island near Kingston, a Prairie Falcon at 
Presqu’ile, a Willet at the Alfred Sewage Lagoons and a Connecticut Warbler in 
Algonquin Park. The combined team total was a record 229 species. 

The “Bushneli Nighthawks,” captained by Ottawa native Bruce Di Labio, with fellow 
birders Chris Traynor from Ottawa and Ross Harris from Toronto, won the Taverner 
Cup with a total of 193 species, another record. The winning strategy included 24 
hours in the field. Starting in the Ottawa area, they headed west through the 
Madawaska Highlands to be in Algonquin Park for dawn. Then they visited in 
succession Presqu’ile Provincial Park, Chaffeys Locks, the Ottawa area, and the 
eastern Ontario sewage lagoons at Alfred and Embrun. Many of the competitive 
teams visited most of these sites as well. 

The “Focus Scientific Merlins,” captained by Tony Beck of Ottawa, placed second 
with 169 species. The “Bohemians,” sponsored by Our Natural World (Ottawa) and 
captained by Mike Runtz of Seeleys Bay, placed third with 164. Other competitors 
included the Wild Birds Unlimited’s (Ottawa) “Great Gray Owls” (Montreal) placing 
fourth with 156, the Simmering & Associates (Ottawa) “Flying Dodos” (Toronto) 
with 151, the “Outaouais Buteos” (Aylmer Saturn) with 144, the “Swarovski 
Harriers” (Brockville) with 138, and the “Outaouais” sponsored by the Societe des 
Omithoiogues de l’Outaouais with 130. “Outaouais” only birded in Quebec. 
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Taverner Cup Winners, l - r: Bruce Di Labio, Russ Harris, and Chris Traynor. 


The Nighthawks total of 193 species is a remarkable achievement. Bruce and his 
team are to be congratulated for an unparalleled result based on their skill, 
determination, planning and scouting. Two hundred species in a day is not likely 
possible for western Ontario, even on Point Pelee. It is now looking like a distinct 
possibility that eastern Ontario has been “underbirded” and that eastern Ontario can 
produce higher bird totals than those of western Ontario. 



Fothergill Trophy Winners “The Cardenals”, l-r Terry Bradt, Tim Brophy, Chris 
Ellingwood, and presenter Shelagh M'Gonigle. 


68 













The “Cardenals,” captained by Lindsay Ontario’s Chris Ellingwood, with fellow 
birders Terry Bradt and Tim Brophy, won the recreational category and the Fothergill 
Trophy with a total of 146 species. “The Motherflickers,” captained by Chris Lewis 
of Ottawa, and the “Tweacherscaptained by Janet Castle, also of Ottawa, tied for 
second with 135 species each. They will share the Judith Wilks Trophy. For the first 
time a team of junior birders, aged between 8 and 14, competed. Organized and led 
by Joe Dafoe of Ottawa, the “Fenomenal Fledglings” recorded a very respectable 1-1 
species. Joe is to be congratulated for forming and leading this team. It is one of my 
fondest hopes that Joe and his team will be back next year and that other young 
birders, encouraged by their example, will enter as well. Teams and team members 
came from as far away as Montreal, Leamington and Toronto. A list of all teams 
competing and their totals is found below. 



About 85 people, including participants, their sponsors, and invited guests, attended 
the catered Awards Banquet held in Ottawa on Sunday morning May 26 th . The event 
was hosted by the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club and the Fletcher Wildlife Garden. 
Steve Wendt, Director of the Migratory Birds Conservation Division of the Canadian 
Wildlife Service, was Master of Ceremonies. Bruce Di Labio and his team were 
presented with the Taverner Cup by Frank Pope, a past President of the OFNC. 
Shelagh M’Gonigle, a descendant of Ontario’s first resident ornithologist, Charles 
Fothergill, presented the Fothergill Trophy to Chris Ellingwood. Team captain, Joan 
Molnar of the “Jaywalkers,” a close friend of Judith Wilks, presented the Wilks 
Trophy to Chris Lewis and to Janet Castle. 

The banquet was a big success, highlighted by a new team presentation format and an 
increased number of prizes including medallions for the winning teams. The 
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audience was treated to some great off-the-cuff comments by team members and by a 
terrific new rendition of Frank Sinatra’s “My Way” by the “Jaywalkers.” 

There were many birding 
highlights including: Yellow 
Rail, Sandhill Crane, Saw- 
whet Owl, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo and Loggerhead 
Shrike at Carden; Spruce 
Grouse, Gray Jay, Boreal 
Chickadee, Black-backed 
Woodpecker, Connecticut 
Warbler, Lincoln’s Sparrow 
and Junco at Algonquin; 
Least Bittern, Sandhill 
Crane, Screech, Long-eared 
and Saw-whet Owls in the 
Peterborough area; Red- 
throated Loon, Long-tailed 
Duck, Surf Scoter, Prairie 
Falcon, Fludsonian Godwit, 
Red-headed and Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers, Gnatcatcher 
and Orchard Oriole in the 
Presqu’ile area; White¬ 
winged Scoter, Gnatcatcher, 
Orange-crowned Warbler and White-crowned Sparrow at Prince Edward Point; 
Snowy Plover, Solitary Sandpiper, Pheasant and Shrike in the Kingston area; Wild 
Turkey, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Carolina Wren, Gnatcatcher, Yellow-throated Vireo, 
Golden-winged and Cerulean Warblers and Louisiana Waterthrush in the Canoe 
Lake-Chaffeys Locks area; Merlin, Peregrine, Pectoral Sandpiper, Lesser Black- 
backed, Glaucous and Iceland Gulls in the greater Ottawa-Hull Area; Mockingbird, 
Palm Warbler and Rusty Blackbird in Quyon-Shawville area; Baird's Sandpiper, one 
Red-necked and 20 Wilson’s Phalaropes at Embrun; Snow Goose, Redhead, Ring¬ 
necked Duck, Rough-legged Hawk, Willet, Pectoral, Red-necked Phalarope and 
Lincoln’s Sparrow in the Alfred area; and Gray Jay, Junco and Rusty Blackbird in 
Mont Tremblant Park. 

Details of all rare, unusual, and hard-to-get birds recorded this year, and team routes 
are posted on the Taverner website. Website details will be found below. 

The final team results for 2002 are as follows: 
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COMPETITIVE: 


Team Name 

Captain 

Residences 

Corporate Sponsor 

Total 

Species 

Nighthawks 

Di Labio 

Ottawa-Westport- 

Toronto 

Bushnell Sports 
Optics 

193 

Merlins 

Beck 

Ottawa-South 

River-Sundridge 

Focus Scientific, 
Ottawa 

169 

Bohemians 

Runtz 

Seeleys Bay-Hunts- 
ville-Mississauga 

Natural World, 
Ottawa 

164 

Great Gray 

Owls 

Harrison 

Montreal-Palgrave- 

Ottawa 

Wild Birds 

Unlimited, Ottawa 

156 

Flying Dodos 

Pinilla 

Toronto 

Simmering & Assoc. 
Engineers Ottawa 

151 

Outaouais Buteos 

McNulty 

Aylmer-Hull- 

Gatineau 

Aylmer (Quebec) 
Saturn 

144 

Harriers 

Nielsen 

Brockville 

Kindermann 

(Swarovski) 

138 

Outaouais 

St-Hilaire 

Hull-Gatineau 

Societe des 
Onnithologues de 
L’Outaouais 

130 


RECREATIONAL: 


Team Name 

Captain 

Residences 

Species 

Total 

Cardenals 

Chris Ellingwood 

Lindsay 

146 

The Motherflickers 

Chris Lewis 

Ottawa 

135 

Tweachers 

Janet Castle 

Ottawa 

135 

Birdbrains 

David Britton 

Ottawa 

133 

Fenomenal Fledglings 

Joe Dafoe 

Ottawa 

121 

The Roadrunners 

Brett Groves 

Leamington 

108 

Jaywalkers 

Joan Molnar 

Ottawa 
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The purpose of the Tavemer Cup is to raise money for environmental projects and to 
raise awareness of the great diversity and richness of wildlife habitats in eastern 
Ontario and western Quebec. This year through pledges, sponsor and participant’s 
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fees, our Competitive and Recreational teams raised over $3,000.00 for wildlife 
projects within the area. In 2002 and again in 2003 non-Ottawa teams regardless of 
category of entry will have all their sponsor and participant fees reimbursed to them 
for an environmental project of their choice, courtesy of the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ 
Club. Projects supported by reimbursements, and by pledges included: Thickson's 
Woods, Ajax (Pinilla), the Charleston Lake Peregrine Falcon Release Program 
(Nielsen), the Alfred Bog Fund (McNulty), Friends of Point Pelee’s Backyard 
Habitat Program (Groves), and local environmental projects in Lindsay Ontario 
(Ellington), and in Gatineau and Masson Quebec (St-Hilaire). 

The Taverner Cup boundary includes the cities of Montreal and Ottawa-Gatineau and 
lies just east of Metropolitan Toronto. These cities contain three of the four largest 
urban populations in Canada. As demonstrated by results from the Taverner Cup, 
and the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas, this very accessible but under-birded part of 
Ontario/Quebec, is a key Canadian birding area. Indeed, with its outstanding range 
of habitats and migrant traps, and its geographical location, it may be recognized one 
day as the best year-round birding area in Canada one. 1 am hoping to create a 
birding trail to run from Toronto to Montreal via Kingston and Ottawa, that will pass 
through the area. For more details please contact me. 

I want to convey a special thank you to all our corporate sponsors and participating 
birders whose continued support is making the Taverner Cup a successful birding and 
fund-raising event. Thanks are also extended to our many volunteers, especially Eve 
Ticknor (Compilation), Ken Allison (T-shirt graphics), Chris Lewis (Medallions) and 
Steve Wendt. Finally, many thanks to Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada for 
providing our attractive banquet facilities, Joe Dafoe of Our Natural World and the 
OFNC for providing prizes, and Gord Gallant of “Websites Naturally” (Toronto) for 
maintaining our website ( www.web-net.com/laverner /). Y our patronage of our many 
loyal sponsors would be very much appreciated. 

Next year the Taverner Cup will take place on Saturday May 24 th . Why not get some 
friends together and form a team? Talk to any of the team leaders attending OFNC 
events and they’ll tell you it’s a great way to spend the day! It’s also a good way to 
sharpen up your birding skills in a hurry. You can even turn your involvement into a 
fund-raising event for the Alfred Bog or your favourite environmental project by 
collecting pledges. The World Series of Birding has not only put New Jersey firmly 
on the birding map but the many hundreds of thousands of dollars collected through 
team pledges is turning into a major new source of revenue for environmental 
projects 
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The Doug Tarry Bird Study Awards for 
Young Ornithologist’s 

Long Point Bird Observatory 

The Doug Tarry Bird Study Awards is a unique opportunity for people aged 13-17 
years old to experience “hands-on” learning and training in field ornithology. Six 
lucky applicants will attend a week-long workshop/natural history camp at Long 
Point Bird Observatory (LPBO), located on the north shore of Lake Erie, Ontario. 

The awards cover all direct costs of the workshop (accommodation, meals, travel 
while at Long Point, and professional instruction). Recipients are responsible for 
their transportation to and from Long Point. 

One or more mature teenagers with clearly demonstrated interest is field ornithology 
will be awarded a month long student internship. Interns become involved in all 
aspects of the Long Point Bird Observatory Migration Monitoring Program. The aim 
of this program is to further develop ornithological skills. Often interns are graduates 
of the Young Ornithologists Workshop. Interns design and conduct an independent 
field research project. 

Prospective participants are invited to download an application form from the website 
www.bsc-eoc.org/lpbo/yow.htm or request a form from Landbird Programs 
Coordinator, Long Point Bird Observatory, Box 160, Port Rowan, ON, NOE 1M0, 
fax: (519) 586-3532, email: lpbo@bsc-eoc.org. 

As of yet the dates for these programs are not published on their website, but the 
work shop usually is in early August, while the internship normally follows the 
workshop (mid August). Anyone who is interested should contact LPBO directly or 
check the website for updates. 

Applications probably will be due 1 May 2003. 
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OFNC Bird Records Sub-committee 
Activities 1996 - 2002 

C. R. Bowen 

The Bird Records Sub-committee is responsible for the integrity of the occurrence 
data maintained and disseminated by the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club. The Sub¬ 
committee actively solicits reports for this purpose. The Sub-committee decides 
which occurrences are sufficiently documented and merit being included in “A 
Birder's Checklist of Ottawa” which is published by OFNC. The Sub-committee has 
recently prepared a re-formatted “Field Checklist for publication by the Club. This 
new “Field Checklist” will be available early 2003. As soon as it becomes available 
it will be noted on the OFNC Website. 

The Sub-committee encourages documentation of any sighting within a 50 km radius 
of the Peace Tower of a bird species not in the 1993 edition of “A Birder’s Checklist 
of Ottawa.” Ken Allison has prepared an excellent article on pain-free preparation of 
reports. It is on the Club web-site at: 
http: //home, achilles. net/~ofnc/birding/rarebirds. html. 

This link also provides a short list of rarer species, already on the Checklist, yet 
deserving documentation. Finally, documentation is desired for many out of season 
occurrences. If you have an observation that falls outside the distribution on the 
Checklist, please call 860-9000 and report it to the status line. This will ensure that 
someone will call you back and discuss your find with you. 

The Sub-committee members for 1996 to 2002 were: 

Bruce Di Labio - Chair Bemie Ladouceur 

Colin Bowen - Recording Secretary Gordon Pringle 

Mark Gawn Daniel St-Hilaire 

Robert Gorman Michael Tate 

Paul Jones Chris Traynor 

These people will remain on the 2003 Sub-committee with two new members added: 
Kenneth Allison - Chair 
Christina Lewis 
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Brief Background and Summation of Activities of Sub-committee from 1996 to 
2002 

The Sub-committee functioned between 1971 to 1992 reviewing 381 Rare Bird 
Reports. Between 1993 and 1995, the Sub-committee did not convene. In February 
1996, the Sub-committee was reformed including some members of the former Sub¬ 
committee as well as some new faces. Thirty-eight backlogged reports that had 
accumulated between 1980 and 1995 were reviewed as well as 381 Rare Bird 
Reports that were on file. The review focussed on instances where there was relevant 
new information on the reported occurrence or improved technical understanding of 
the species and its distribution. Twelve reports were designated for further review. 
This proved to be a somewhat daunting task, as requests for further information on 
some of the 12 old reports plus the backlog of 38 reports were not always successful. 
Often original report field notes had long disappeared or memories failed. The 
review of old reports will be an ongoing function of the Sub-committee. Also 
between 1996 and 2002, there were 63 new reports added. The results of this task are 
listed below. 


ACCEPTED REPORTS 

These accepted reports include new reports that have come in over the past few years 
as well as previously not accepted reports and not voted on reports where new 
documentation or evidence is now available. Report Writer’s Name (s) is underlined 
and Finder's Name(s) when known is in italics 

Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 

1994 - 14 December. Prescott - Russell Co.. Limoges: Bruce Pi Labio . 

Michel Mainville. 

Photos on file. 

1995 - 07 December, RMOC, Ottawa, Queensway & Carling Ave.; 

Richard Poulin . 

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffmus 

2001 - 76 August. Ottawa (Nepean). Shirleys Bav: Bruce Pi Labio , Bruce 

Squirrel. 

Found Dead; specimen skin at CMN (Catalogue # CMNAV 
77920). Photo of specimen skin on file. First Record for the 
OFNC District and a First Record for Ontario. Literature cited: 
Di Labio, B. 2003. Manx Shearwater: First Record for Ontario. 
Ontario Birds in prep. 

Northern Gannet Morns bassanus 

1991 - 14 October, RMOC, Nepean, Dick Bell Park; Tom Beck . 

Juvenile. 

1996 - 10 November, RMOC, Ottawa, Ottawa River, near Bates Island; 
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Michael Tate . Bernie Ladouceur, Pat & Colin Bowen, Tom 
Hanrahan, Maxine & Gordon McLean, Bev Scott. 


Snowy Egret 
2000 - 

Egretta thula 

05 May, Stormont - Dundas - Glengarry Co., Osnabrouk Centre; 
Jack Steeves. Irene Olzewski. 

Bird in Breeding Plumage. Last seen at Osnabrouk 06 May. Also 
Seen at Hoople Creek on 07 May . 


Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 


1998 - 

07 August. Ouebec. Gatineau Co. Hull. Parc Brebeuf: Philippe 
Fraenier. Daniel Bouffard, John Dubois, Rolland Fuoco. 

Immature. 

09 & 11 August, RMOC, Ottawa, Britannia Conservation Area in 
the Channel. Ottawa River: Michael Tate, Gordon Pringle. Pat & 
Colin Bowen, Robert Bracken, Robert Gorman, Paul Jones, Bernie 
Ladouceur, Christina Lewis, Gordon McLean, Daniel St-Hilaire, 
Eve & Richard Ticknor, Chris Traynor and others. 

Immature. Bird most likely same as above. 

2000 - 

07 Mav. RMOC. Nepean. Shirlevs Bav: Ken Allison. Tim Allison. 
Adult. 


Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 


2001 

11 Mav. Ottawa ("Kanata). Innes Point Bird Observatory: Marcel 
Gahbauer. Todd Hunter, Judith Kennedy. 

Adult. First Record for the OFNC District. 

13 May, Ottawa (Kanata), Innes Point Bird Observatory; Eve 
Ticknor, Bill Petrie, Jack Romanow. 

Adult. 

Cattle Egret 
2001 

Bubulcus ibis 

05 November, Ottawa (Carp), Comer of McGee Sideroad & Carp 
Road: Ken Allison. Ian Clark. Bruce Di Labio, Ruth Allison, Jack 
Romanow. 

Immature. 

Black Vulture 

2001 

Coragyps atratus 

25 March, Ottawa (Kanata), near 298 Herztberg Road & also 
Dunrobin. Berrv Side Road: Tom Hanrahan. Bill Clark. 

Adult. First Record for the OFNC District. 

28 April, Ottawa (Kanata), Sixth Line & Riddell Roads; Eve 
Ticknor. David Britton, Richard Lavoie, Bill Murphy, Bill Petrie, 
Jack Romanow. 
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Adult. Because of the one month interval between the two 
sightings, this is being considered the Second Record for the 
OFNC District. 

Ross’s Goose Chen rossii 

1997 - 27 April, Quebec, Papineau Co., Between Thurso & Masson; Paul 

Jones . Donald Dalliare, Robert Bracken, Ron Curtis, Bruce Di 
Labio, Jean Dubois, Tom Hanrahan, Bemie Ladouceur, Christina 
Lewis, Daniel St-Hilaire, Michael Tate. 

First Record for the OFNC District. 

1999 . 30 October, Stormont - Dundas - Glengarry Co., Winchester, 

Sewage Lagoon; Robert Bracken , Christina Lewis , Colin Rogers. 

2000 - 09 October, RMOC, Nepean, Moodie Drive, In a Large Pond; Ken 

Allison , Robert Bracken , Christina Lewis, Michael Tate , Bev Scott. 
Juvenile. 

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope 

1990 - 01 October, RMOC, Ottawa, Britannia Conservation Area, Mud 

Pond; Tony Beck . Bemie Ladouceur and others. 

Male. First seen 15 September 1990 and last seen 16 October 
1990. Photo on File. 

Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus 

1987 - 20 December, Quebec, Gatineau Co., Hull, Parc Brebeuf; Michel 

Gosselin . Stephen Gawn. M. David. 

Male and Female molting from Immature/Eclipse to Breeding 
Plumage. Birds were last seen 31 January 1988 near Bates Island. 

Barrow's x Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula x B. islandica 

1994 . 18 December, RMOC, Ottawa, Ottawa River, Remic Rapids; Mar k 

Gawn . Paul Martin, Michael Tate. 

Adult Male (alternate). 

Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus 

1998 . 04 January, RMOC, Fitzroy Township, Junction of Carp Road & 

Kinbum Side Road; Bemie Ladouceur , Paul Jones, Tom 
Hanrahan, Chris Harris and others. 

Sub-adult and over-wintered in the area. Still present 22 February. 

Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis 

1977 . 22 May, RMOC, Richmond, Railroad Tracks leading to the 

Richmond Fen; Robert Gorman , Jim Harris, Mark Gawn, Langis 
Sirois. 
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Killdeer 

1986 - 

Cliaradrius vociferus 

70 February RMOC. Ottawa. University of Ottawa; Daniel 
St-Hilaire. 

Heard only. Late Record. 


Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 

1990 - 20 July, Prescott - Russell Co., Casselman, Sewage Lagoon; Bruce 


1998 - 

Di Labio, Hans Van Der Zweep and others. 

Adult molting. First seen 19 July and last seen 24 July. First 
Record for the OFNC District and Third Record for Ontario. 
Photo on file. 

22 July, Prescott - Russell Co., Casselman, Sewage Lagoon; Tony 
Beck, Rov John. 

21 August, RMOC, Nepean, Ottawa Beach (East end of Andrew 
Havdon Park); Ken Allison. Tim Allison. Robert Bracken. Gordon 
Pringle. Louise Campagna, Carol German and others. 

Molting from Breeding to Winter Plumage. Second Record for 
the OFNC District and Forth Record for Ontario. 

Willet 

1990 - 

Catoptrophorus semipalmatus 

29 July, RMOC, Nepean, Ottawa Beach (East end of Andrew 
Havdon Park): Tonv Beck. 

Adult. 

1992 - 

17 Inlv. RMOC. Munster Hamlet. Sewage Lagoon; Robert 

Gorman, Mark Gown. 

Adult. 

2000 - 

71 Mav, Prescott &. Russell Co.. Embrun. Sewage Lagoon; Robert 
Bracken & Christina Lewis, Gordon McLean, Michael Tate. 

Little Stint 

1992 - 

Calidris minuta 

25 July, Prescott - Russell Co., Casselman, Sewage Lagoon; Bruce 
Di Labio. Robert Bracken, Laurie Di Labio, Mark Gawn, Simon 
Gawn, Richard Poulin, Michael Runtz and others. 

Adult in Breeding Plumage. First Record for the OFNC District 
and the Second Record for Ontario. Photo on file. Literature 
cited: Di Labio, B. 1992. Little Stint: Ontario Second Record. 
Birders Journal 1: 292-294. 


Curlew Sandpiper Calidrisferruginea 

1996 - 26 May, Prescott - Russell Co., Casselman, Sewage Lagoon; Peter 

Browne . Paul Jones, Bruce Di Labio, Marianne & Larry Neily, 
Gordon Pringle and others. 

Adult in Breeding Plumage. First Record for OFNC District. 
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Laughing Gull 

1997 - 

Larus atricilla 

07 Mav RMOC. Nepean. Moodie Drive. On a Large Pond; Bernie 
Ladouceur . Ron Curtis. 

2002 - 

Adult. 

70 April Ottawa ("Nepean 1 Trail Road Landfill; Christina Lewis, 
Robert Bracken, Robert Cermak. 

Adult. 


Franklin’s Gull Larus pipixcan 


1996 - 

77 Mav. RMOC. Nepean. Trail Road Landfill; Bruce Di Labio. 
Adult Breeding Plumage. 

03 June, RMOC, Ottawa, Britannia Conservation Area, Des Chene 
Rapids: Bruce Di Labio. 

Adult Breeding Plumage. 

Mew Gull 

1991 - 

Laruscanus 

09 October, RMOC, Nepean, Ottawa Beach (East end of Andrew 
Havdon Park); Tonv Beck, Bruce Di Labio , Donald Davidson, 
Stephen Gawn, Bert Plimer, Langis Sirois. 

Adult Winter Plumage. First seen October 6, 1991 and last seen 9 
October 1991. First Record for the Ottawa District. 


Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 


1990 - 

30 September, RMOC, Ottawa, Britannia Conservation Area, 
Filtration Plant; Mark Gawn. Tonv Beck. 

First Winter. 

2002 - 

74 November. Ottawa. Ottawa River. Bates Island; Mark Gawn, 
Stephen Gawn. 

First Winter. 

Dovekie 

1993 - 

A lie alle 

26 October, Lanark Co., Mississippi River, 3 km east of Carleton 
Place: Bruce Di Labio, Ivan Perrv, Mike Jaques. 

Winter Plumage. Bird was shot by a hunter believing it was a 
Bufiflehead. Specimen skin was donated to CMN (Catalogue # 
CMNAV 96684). Literature cited: Di Labio, B. 1995. Another 
Dovekie from eastern Ontario. Ontario Birds 13: 31-34. 


Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia 

1995 - 06 December, RMOC, Ottawa, Britannia Conservation Area, 

Britannia Rapids; Michael Tate , Bruce Di Labio, Mark Gawn and 
others. 

Winter Plumage. First seen on 5 December 1995. 
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G reat G ray Ow I Strix nebulosa 

1996 - 16 May, RMOC, Ottawa, Clyde Woods; Bruce Pi Labio , J. 

Haddon. 

Adult. Late Record. Photo on file. 

Boreal Owl Aegolius funereus 

1995 - 20 November, RMOC, Kanata Lakes, Beaverpond Park; Tim 

Allison. 


Cassin's Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans 

1970 - 19 September, RMOC, Ottawa, Britannia Conservation Area, 

Britannia Filtration Plant Area; Daniel Brunton . Bruce Mactavish, 
M. Brigham, Roger Foxall, Tom Hince, Stewart MacDonald, Frank 
Munro, Ron Pittaway, T. Thormin and others. 

First Record for Ottawa and Second Canadian Record. Bird 
was last seen 9 October 1970. This record has been talked about for 
many years but there was no report on file. With some digging by 
the BRSC as well as other local birders and Alan Wormington of 
the OBRC, the reports were gathered up and reviewed at the 
November 2002 meeting. Literature cited: Brunton, D. 1971. A 
New Bird Species for Ottawa. T&L 5; 118-119. 

Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis 

1999 - 22 May, Gatineau Co., Breckenridge, 1667 Highway 148; Michael 

Tate . Judy Glandon , Jean Dubois, Gary McNulty, Gib Moreau, 
Larry Neily. 

Adult. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannusforficatus 

2001 - 25 July, Prescott - Russell Co., Embrum, Rte 400 Opposite Sewage 

Lagoons; Robert Bracken . Jan Slumkoski, Pat & Colin Bowen, 
Robert Cermak, Bill Clark, Ron Curtis, Mark Gawn, Robert 
Gorman, Elizabeth Greene, Jim Harris, Bemie Ladouceur, Bev 
Peterkin, Bert Plimer, Bev Scott, Michael Tate and others. 

Adult Female in worn Plumage. 

White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus 

1998 - 25 October, Gatineau Co., Aylmer, Bike Path along the Ottawa 

River; Frederic Bedard . Pierrot LaRoche. 

Adult. 


Tufted Titmouse BaeolophiiS bicolor 

1995 - 18 November, RMOC, North Gower, 2341 Shelstar Road; Christina 

Lewis . Fergie Ferguson, Jean McGugan and others. 
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Adult Plumage. First seen November 1, and last seen 20 November. 
1999 . 28 October, RMOC, Ottawa, Cunningham Park, Behind 316 

Summit Ave.; Ken Allison . Ken Thompson , Ruth Allison and 
others. 

Bird was in the area most of the winter. Photo on file. 

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

1995 . 12 October, RMOC, Ottawa, Britannia Beach; Christina Lewis, 

Fiona Reid , Tony Beck, Colin Bowen, Bruce Di Labio, Mark 
Gawn, Larry & Marianne Neily, Gordon Pringle, Michael Tate, 
Chris Traynor, Bev Scott and others. 

Immature. Photo on file. 

1997 - 31 August, RMOC, Gloucester, Armstrong Road; Eva Ticknor , 

Richard Ticknor and others. 

Juvenile Eastern Sub-species. Photos on file. 

Townsend’s Solitaire Myadestes townsendii 

1989 . 27 December, RMOC, Ottawa, Experimental Farm, Arboretum; 

Tonv Beck Paul Matthews and others. 

This bird was last seen April 14, 1990. Photo on file. 


Varied Thrush 

1995 - 


1995 


Ixoreus naevius 

12 February, RMOC, Kanata, 9 Amundsen Crescent; Colin Bowen, 
J. Sandwell , Patricia Bowen, Michael Tate and others. 

Female. This bird was at this location from 19 January to 28 
February. 

30 November, RMOC, Ashton, 8729 McCaffrey Trail; Christin a 
Lewis . Trevor & Ursula Brown, Bruce Di Labio, Jim Harris. Gib 
Moreau, Michael Tate and others. 

Adult Male. Photo on file. 


Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora pinus 

1999 . 15 May, RMOC, Kanata, Huntmar Road near Railroad Track 

Overpass; Rav Holland . Ken Allison , Tim Allison, Colin & Pat 
Bowen, Ian Clark, Ron Curtis, Elizabeth Greene, Bemie 
Ladouceur, Bert Plimer, Michael Runtz, Michael Tate and others. 
Adult Male. Possible Backcross not ruled out. This bird was in 
the area for a few weeks. 

Yellow-throated Warbler Dendroica dominica 

1986 - 15 November, RMOC, Ottawa, Birchill Private; Mark Gawn , D. 

Forsythe , Tim Brophy, Tom Plath, Michael Runtz. Daniel 
St-Hilaire, John Wooley. 
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1990 


Bird was last seen 1 December. 

29 November, Quebec, Papineau Co., Buckingham; Tony Beck , R. 
Chenier. 

First seen 20 November and last seen 08 December. Photo on file. 

Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea 

1997 - 20 May, RMOC, Ottawa, Britannia Conservation Area, south side 

of Mud Pond; Bernie Ladouceur and others. 

Male. Bird last seen 22 May. 

Wilson’s Warbler Wilsoniapusilla 

1974 - 18 April, Renfrew Co., !4 Mile East of Amprior; Michael Runtz . 

Male. 

1995 - 29 October, RMOC, Ottawa, Rideau Tennis Club; ChristinaLewis, 

Dorothy Poole, Bev McGuire. 

Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 

2000 - 15 May, RMOC, Kanata, Off Huntmar Road about 1 km East of 

RR bridge; Ken & Tim Allison . 

Adult Male. 

Summer Tanager Piranga flava 

1 996 - 08 May, RMOC, Ottawa, Vincent Massey Park; Jim Harris , Bernie 

Ladouceur . Lanzis Sirois . Pat & Colin Bowen, Robert Bracken, 
Christina Lewis, Maxine & Gordon McLean, Kim Zbitnew and 
others. Adult Male. Second Record for Ottawa. 

Eastern Towhee Pipilo erthrophthalmus 

1996 - 28 December, Quebec, Gatineau Co., Wakefield; ArmMa^ and 

others. 

Bird last seen 20 April 1997. Photos on file. 

Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii 

1999 - 10 lime RMOC. Gloucester. Ridee Road; Michael Tate , Paul 

Bisson , Pat & Colin Bowen, Tim Brophy, Richard Killeen, Jean 
McGuigan, Jack Romanow, Bev Scott and others. 

Adult. 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow Ammodramus nelsonii 

1 998 - 03 October, RMOC, Nepean, Ottawa Beach (East end of Andrew 

Hayden Park); Bev Scott . Michael Tate . Richard Killeen, Larry 
Neily, Paul Jones and others. 

Adult. Bird last seen 5 October. 
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2002 


13 October, Ottawa, Bruce Pit; Christina Lewis . Pat & Colin 
Bowen, Robert Bracken, Louise Campagna, Ron Curtis, Bemie 
Ladouceur and others. 

Adult. Bird was in the area for a several days. Photo on file. 

Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca 

1997 - 10 February. RMOC. 5KM SW of Almonte: Bruce Pi Labio . John 

Fowler. Last seen 30 March 1997. 

First over-wintering Record for OFNC District. Photos on file. 
Harris's Sparrow Zonotrichia querula 

1995 - 02 December. RMOC. Ottawa. 2 Rastila Crescent: Robert Gorman. 

Christina Lewis , and nearly the total Birding Community. 

Over the period of the stay, the bird molted into Adult Plumage. 
Last seen May 7, 1996. 

Dark-eyed Junco (Oregon) Junco hyemalis 

1998 - 30 October, RMOC, Nepean Moodie Drive, Jack Pine Trail; 

Gordon Pringle . Robert Bracken. 

Dickcissel Spiza americana 

1999 - 06 March. RMOC. Carp. 3700 Caro Road: Rav Holland. Lorraine 

Potter. 

Male in Winter Plumage. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 

1990 - 05 May, RMOC, Kanata, Herzberg Road; Marcie Jacklin . Richard 

Knapton, Roger Britt. 

Male. 

1994 - 21 August. RMOC. Munster Hamlet. Sewage Lagoon: Tony Beck. 

Earl Godfrey, Donald Dallaire. 

Female. Photo available but not in file. 

Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 

1992 - 10 April, RMOC, Gloucester, Comer of Russell and Sand Road; 

Mark Gawn . Simon Gcrwn. 

Adult Male. 

Orchard Oriole Icterus cucullatus 

1999 - 29 May, RMOC, Carp, 331 Donald B. Munro; Rav Holland . 

Lorraine Potter. 

Adult Male. 
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ACCEPTED REPORTS (Outside the 50 km Radius) 

These reports were significant reports that were submitted to us by members of the 
OFNC community. As the birds were found in areas where there is no local Birds 
Records Committee, the reports were reviewed by this Sub-committee and also 
forwarded to the Ontario Birds Records. 

Northern Gannet Morns bassanus 

1996 - 14 November, Lanark Co., Pakenham, Ski Hill; Bruce_Di_Labio, 

Michael Thompson. 

Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 

1996 - 12 May, Stormont- Dundas- Glengarry Co., Lancaster, Cooper’s 

Marsh; Robert Gorman, Guy Huot. 

First seen 11 May. 

Plegadis falcinellus 

24 May, Prescott - Russell Co., Alfred, Sewage Lagoon; Bruce 
Pi Labio , Jacques Bouvier. 

Adult in Breeding Plumage. Last seen June 9, 1996. Photo on file. 
Lewis's Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis 

1999 . 05 October, Leeds - Grenville Co., Brockville, 2244 Hallecks; 

Michael Tate and many others. 

This bird was outside the Ottawa District but it was the opinion of 
the Sub-committee that it should be documented. First seen 01 
October and last seen 07 October. Photo available and to be 
obtained. 


Glossy Ibis 
1996 - 


UNACCEPTED REPORTS 
Identification uncertain 

The documentation submitted for the following reports was found not to be in enough 
detail to rule out another species of bird. Included in this category are a few reports 
where the report was of a first record for the district and was a single observer 
sighting. These submissions, often of high quality, are included with the group below 
and are no longer to be included on the checklists. Also included, are reports not 
voted on. In all cases, if additional documentation is received, these reports will be 
revisited. 

1997 . Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura), 07 January, RMOC, Gloucester, 

Ninth line between Farmer’s Way & Hall Road. 
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1999 - Yellow-crowned Night Heron ( Nyctanassa violacea), 25 May, 

RMOC, Ottawa, Britannia Conservation Area, Mud Pond. 

1978 - Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus), 15 July, RMOC, South of 

Blackburn Hamlet. 

1977 . Sandhill Crane (Gras canadensis), 28 May, RMOC, Richmond 

Fen. 

1994 . Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus), 01 September, RMOC, 

Nepean, Shirleys Bay Boat Launch. 

1989 . Western Sandpiper ( Calidris mauri), 12 November, Quebec, 

Gatineau Co., Gatineau, Lac Beauchamp. 

1985 . Baird's Sandpiper ( Calidris bairdii), 04 June, RMOC, Richmond 

Sewage Lagoons 

1986 - Pectoral Sandpiper ( Calidris melanotos), 28 March, Prescott - 

Russell Co., County Road #2, Cobb Lake Creek. 

1987 - Pectoral Sandpiper ( Calidris melanotos), 25 March, RMOC, 

Bearbrook. 

1997 . Pomarine Jaeger ( Stercorarius pomarinus), 08 November, RMOC, 

Nepean, Shirleys Bay Boat Ramp. 

1988 - California Gull {Larus californicus), 12 November, Quebec, 

Gatineau Co., Aylmer, Cook Road landfill. 

1995 . Marbled or Long-billed Murrelet ( Brachyramphus marmoratus or 

B. perdix), 18 December, RMOC, Ottawa. 

1990 - Common Ground Dove (Columbina passerina), 16 August, 

Prescott - Russell Co., Embrun Sewage Lagoon. 

1989 - Fork-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus savana), 21 October, RMOC, 

Kanata, (Rural Area). 

1977 . Prothonotary Warbler ( Protonotaria citrea), 04 September, 

RMOC, Ottawa, Britannia Yacht Club Area. 

2002 - Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata), 13 June, RMOC, 

Ottawa, Keats Ave. 

2001 - Golden-crowned Sparrow ( Zonotrichia atricapilla), 30 April, 

Quebec, Pontiac Co., Breckenridge. 

1971 . Orchard Oriole (Icterus cucullatus), 30 May, Quebec, Gatineau 

Co., East of Breckenridge. 

1996 - Summer Tanager ( Piranga flava), 27 October, RMOC, Ottawa, 

Wendover Ave. 


Thanks to Ken Allison, Bruce Di Labio and Gordon Pringle for their assistance in the 
preparation of this report and a special thanks to Alan Wormington for his assistance 
in obtaining the Cassin’s Kingbird documentation. 
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Winter Bird Sightings 
15 November 2002 - 15 February 2003 

Chris Lewis 

A great winter for skiers and skaters, a mediocre one for birdwatchers. The local 
Christmas Bird Counts (CBC) all tallied low numbers; at least the participants were 
able to enjoy the generally mild temperatures during the count period before the more 
typical frigid January weather began. A few record highs were counted , but overall 
the highlights were few and far between. 

LOCAL RARITIES 

The 3 rd week of November started well, with strong northeast and northwest winds 
bringing a couple of rarities to the Ottawa River - a juvenile NORTHERN 
GANNET on 15 November and an immature BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE on 
the 24 ,h . Neither of these birds was seen again, as we began the descent into 
December. 

HERONS & WATERFOWL 

A couple of Great Blue Herons stayed for the Ottawa-Gatineau CBC on 1 5 
December, and a smattering of Canada Geese were still around in late January on 
the Rideau River near Manotick. Among the waterfowl that attract birders to the 
Ottawa area in winter are Barrow's Goldeneyes and Harlequin Ducks. Both of 
these uncommon and handsome species were present all winter. Three male and two 
female Barrow's were found between the Deschenes rapids and Lemieux Island in 
early December, and at least two males and one female remained through the end of 
the period in the Remic rapids. In late November, two Harlequins arrived. A 
beautiful male in nearly full breeding plumage put on a good show in the Deschenes 
rapids from 22 November until 1 December. The other, a female, was a familiar 
visitor who returned on 22 November to spend her 4' h consecutive winter in the open 
water on the Rideau River between the Rideau Tennis Club and Strathcona Park. A 
male Wood Duck also over-wintered again at this location, associating with the usual 
Black Ducks and Mallards. 
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EAGLES & HAWKS 


Earlier in the fall, both an adult and a first-year Bald Eagle were frequently seen 
disturbing the waterfowl and gulls on the Ottawa River along the shores of Lac 
Deschenes. Subsequently, sporadic sightings of one or the other of these birds until 
mid-January prompted speculation that the same two individuals may have decided to 
spend the winter here.. .at least until the deep-freeze (and the dwindling number of 
scavengeable carcasses) caused them to chicken out. 

Record high numbers of Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks were found on the 
Ottawa-Gatineau CBC, reflecting similar results from the OFNC Fall Bird Count last 
October as well as counts from other Ontario CBC's. An unexpected Red¬ 
shouldered Hawk was first reported from the Quebec side north of Deschenes in 
early January. An adult (possibly the same bird) was seen immediately across the 
river in Britannia from 25-31 January. Although this species breeds locally, this is 
only the 2 nd January record in the Ottawa area since 1976 (the other recent record was 
in January and February 1998). Northern Goshawks were typically elusive, with 
only a few reports from traditional areas such as Kerwin Rd. (formerly River Rd.) 
and Berry Side Rd. north of Dunrobin, Twin Elm Rd. west of Trail Rd., and the Hilda 
Rd. feeder at Shirleys Bay on 27 January. 

Red-tailed and Rough-legged Hawks were mysteriously scarce this winter. 

Speaking of mysterious hawks, the spectacular albinistic Red-tail, an almost pure- 
white bird that has often been mistaken for a Snowy Owl or a white-morph 
Gyrfalcon, put in her usual fleeting appearances in the Shirleys Bay area in late 
November. No one knows exactly how long she has been resident here but it has 
certainly been at least 10 years. And speaking of Gyrfalcons, on 14 December, a 
grey-morph bird was seen along March Valley (formerly 4 th Line) Rd. in Kanata, 
chasing a Rough-legged Hawk. Meanwhile, the Gyr itself was being pursued by a 
Common Raven. Merlins and Peregrine Falcons were seen throughout the period. 
Both of Ottawa’s breeding Peregrines overwintered again in the downtown area near 
their nest site. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS 

Gray Partridges are always a treat for winter-weary birders in Ottawa, especially 
since their numbers have declined dramatically in recent years. A few small coveys 
were found in Nepean and Kanata in mid-December and early January. A larger 
group of at least 16 were spotted on 12 January in the weedy fields adjacent to the 
business park on Colonnade Rd. and were occasionally seen feeding and basking on 
sunny days until the end of the period. This location was also popular for partridges 
during the winter of 2001-02. 
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Although Ruffed Grouse were hard to find this season, quite the opposite was the 
case with Wild Turkeys. Turkeys were popping up everywhere near new suburban 
developments as well as rural fields. A flock of at least 60 was discovered along 
Waba Rd. (Hwy. 20) at the base of the Pakenham Hills on 26 December. A single 
female was seen regularly roosting in the trees or trotting along the roadside on 
Fallowfield Rd. north of Cedarview Rd. from mid-January until at least the 2 nd week 
of February. 

SHOREBIRDS 

On 24 November, the 2 nd report of a Purple Sandpiper for late fall/early winter 
came from the Ottawa River north of Bate Island. Among the extremely few 
shorebird species which may be found in Ottawa in winter is Wilson's Snipe, and 
one was found again from 1 - 7 December in the same location as in previous years. 

A small drainage ditch behind the National Research Council building on Montreal 
Rd. remains open year-round and has provided refuge for snipes as well as lingering 
sparrows. 

GULLS 

Both the Ottawa and Rideau Rivers, as well as the Trail Rd. landfill, hosted fair 
numbers of "white-winged" gulls. A huge gull roost above the Remic rapids had 
formed by mid-December, and at least 8 Iceland and 30 Glaucous Gulls were found 
here among almost uncountable numbers of Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls 
on the Ottawa-Gatineau CBC in the early morning of 15 December. A record high 
number of two Lesser Black-backed Gulls were found on the CBC. Ring-billed 
Gulls did their usual winter thing and vacated the rivers and the fast-food parking 
lots by mid-December. Aside from the Black-legged Kittiwake seen east of Bate 
Island on 24 November, no unusual gulls were reported. Most of the gulls seen after 
the mid-January freeze-up were Great Black-backed Gulls.. .maybe (to quote Bruce 
Springsteen), they're just tougher than the rest? 

OWLS, KINGFISHERS & WOODPECKERS 

Every winter, birders hope for an invasion of northern owls. Well, it didn't happen 
this year, anywhere in the southern part of the province. Apart from two Eastern 
Screech Owls and a Northern Saw-whet Owl found in the Britannia sector on the 
Ottawa-Gatineau CBC, no unusual owls were reported. Single Great Horned Owls 
were discovered in both the Britannia woods and the Fletcher Wildlife Garden in 
early January, and individuals were also reported along Hwy 17 near Cumberland 
and at Innes Rd. and Blair Rd. in early February. An unexpected spot for a Barred 
Owl was along the Rideau River south of the Rideau Tennis Club; this bird was 
discovered on 15 December and remained for most of the winter. Another was found 
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along the Jack Pine Trail in the Stony Swamp on 30 January. The first Snowy Owl 
of the season was reported on 20 November near Carp. Like the other diurnal field- 
mousers, Snowys were scarce this season with only a few individuals seen in 
traditional areas such as Fallowfield and Greenbank Rd. in Barrhaven, Eagleson Rd. 
north of Richmond, Wall Rd. north ofNavan, and the Hwy 138 exit off the 417 near 
Casselman. A bird found in Aylmer at Deschenes on the CBC was present on the ice 
above the rapids until at least 12 January. Lone Short-eared Owls were seen on 3 
December in the Casselman location (above), as well as on 26 December along 
Dwyer Hill Rd. 

Two Belted Kingfishers were still fishing at dwindling areas of open water in mid- 
January - one on the Rideau River in Manotick and another on Sawmill Creek near 
the Walkley Rd. transitway station. Only the Manotick bird was reported after the 
overnight temperature hit -49”C with the wind chill on 21 January. 

Just as the northern owls did not invade, neither did the northern woodpeckers. On 
17 December, a female Black-backed Woodpecker showed up in a Tamarack stand 
near L'Orignal. A male was seen on 15 and 18 December along the Anderson Rd 
trail (P-19) - on both days, he was observed feeding on the same decaying White 
Birch, a strange change from the usual coniferous preference. Two Northern 
Flickers were found on the Carleton Place CBC on 27 December. On 4 January a 
Flicker was present in the Britannia woods. The following week, another (or perhaps 
the same?) bird appeared at a feeder in Nepean, but did not return. A repeat winter 
visit of a Flicker occurred on 25 January at a farm on Diamondview Rd. near Carp. 
The Britannia bird was obviously a hardy soul, having survived the prolonged cold 
spell - it was reported again on 30 January from the southwest comer of Mud Lake. 

PASSERINES 

Northern Shrikes were slow to arrive but by mid-January they were almost 
common, with individuals seen regularly in the Shirleys Bay area as well as along 
Trail Rd., Leitrim Rd., Prince-of-Wales Dr., and just about any location with 
appropriate habitat. 

GRAY JAYS were found by a couple of lucky birders who ventured into the 
Gatineau hills. A pair was seen at the entrance to the P-16 ski trail south of 
Wakefield on 11 December, and another was heard along Ch. Roos in the Lac 
Lablanche area on 12 January. Record numbers of American Crows were found on 
the Ottawa-Gatineau CBC and countless 1000's could be seen coming to roost 
throughout the period just before dusk at Vincent Massey Park and other areas in 
Ottawa South as the season progressed. A pair of Common Ravens was seen 
frequently in the Carlingwood and Westboro area throughout the fall and winter, 
possibly the same birds that have successfully raised several broods in the Carlington 
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quarry for at least seven years. 

Small flocks of Horned Larks were present in rural areas, and there was no shortage 
of common winter residents such as Black-capped Chickadees, both species of 
Nuthatches, and Brown Creepers. A few Golden-crowned Kinglets were found in 
the Gatineau hills and the Lac Lablanche area in mid-January. 

Carolina Wrens found during the CBC period included one in Rockclifife Park and 
another in Beacon Hill. A return visitor from last year (who may have never left the 
neighbourhood) was a male with a yen for peanut butter, generously supplied by an 
Orleans couple. He survived a persistent Sharp-shinned Hawk in the winter of 2001- 
02, but this year a couple of big guns, a Cooper's Hawk and a Merlin, joined the 
wren-hunt. Ken & Lois' "little guy" was still alive and eating peanut butter at 
Acadian Gardens on 3 February. Another Carolina Wren also seemed interested in 
peanuts after a new feeder was installed on Summit Ave. in Alta Vista on 28 January, 
but apparently did not become a regular customer. 

Record high numbers of American Robins were found on many CBC's throughout 
Ontario. At least 100 were feeding on the bumper crops of crabapple, buckthorn and 
other berries near Shirleys Bay on 10 January; over 50 were still present here on 2 
February, and smaller flocks visited various suburban areas throughout the period. 

On the milder days, several could be heard singing - unexpected music in the dead of 
winter! Northern Mockingbirds are still rare breeders in the 50 km, but a pair in 
Kars has evidently raised several families at the same property on I s ' Line Rd. for 
four consecutive years. At least one of them over-wintered, feasting on the abundant 
buckthorn fruits. A Brown Thrasher was seen at a feeder in Alta Vista on 27 
December and 1 January but was not subsequently reported. 

Another hoped-for but always erratic winter species, Bohemian Waxwings never 
really made it to Ottawa-Gatineau this season. After a couple of encouraging reports 
in early December, they evidently bypassed us this time around. Conversely, 
unusually large flocks of Cedar Waxwings were being seen into late January. This 
was also reflected across eastern and southern Ontario, with record high numbers 
found on many CBC's. 

Four Yellow-rumped Warblers survived the CBC period and at least one was still 
toughing it out in the Britannia Conservation Area on 7 January. Late sparrows 
included an Eastern Towhee at a feeder on Rastila Cres. on 4 January, a Chipping 
Sparrow in Nepean on 15 December, a Field Sparrow at the feeder on Hilda Rd. at 
Shirleys Bay from 2 - 20 January, Song Sparrows in Aylmer and Kanata on 7 and 12 
January respectively, and the usual small numbers of over-wintering White-throated 
Sparrows. A surprisingly late Eastern Meadowlark was found in the Breckenridge 
area on 28 December and 6 Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen at a feeder near 
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Billings Park in Alta Vista the previous day. 

Last and (alas) also least, another disappointment... Where were all the finches? 
Monitoring reports from Algonquin Park and elsewhere in Ontario indicated that the 
"winter finches" probably had no need to head further south, due to the abundant 
cone-crops everywhere. White-winged Crossbills finally began to appear in the 50 
km radius in late December, and good numbers were seen on 17 January and 2 
February in the Lac Lablanche area, including males singing and performing display 
flights. Purple Finches and Common Redpolls, which we'd almost given up on, 
were present but very localized and in very small numbers. Others such as Pine and 
Evening Grosbeaks and Pine Siskins were virtually absent. The only finches seen 
in any quantity anywhere in the 50 km were House Finches and American 
Goldfinches. 

Well, the mythical groundhog may or may not have seen its shadow in the 50 km on 
2 February (what self-respecting marmot would come out of its den in this part of the 
world at this time of year?) and the relentless cold weather gave no indication of an 
early spring. Nevertheless, some resident birds were singing enthusiastically even 
on the coldest days. Did they know something we didn't? We could only hope! 

The bird reports mentioned in this article were derived from various sources 
including the Bird Status Line as well as personal communications. Many thanks to 
all who made the effort to share their observations. The results of the Ottawa- 
Gatineau Christmas Bird Count can be found on the OFNC web site. 

To report sightings as well as listen to updates for the Ottawa area, call the Bird 
Status Line at (613) 860-9000. For more information about birding locations and 
activities organized by the OFNC, call (613) 722-3050 or visit the OFNC web site at 
http://www.achilles.net.ofnc/ which also includes an excellent directory to good 
birding locations in Ottawa, as well as links to other birding & natural history web 
sites. 


Haiku 


Linda Jeays 


Snow-heavy cedars 
hide a Cardinal-blood red 
at winter’s cold heart. 
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Notice: Expedition to the Russian 

Siberia 


OFNC members have been invited to participate in a journey through the ecological 
Zones of Central Siberia, within the framework of the “Green Net of Russia” project. 
This expedition is organized by the Ecological Travel Centre and is offered to North 
Americans through the ‘InterUniversity Centre Canada.’ The leaders will be Dr. 
Konstantin Rogovin, Senior Scientist at the Severtsov Institute of Ecology and 
Evolution of the Russian Academy of Science, and Dr. Rolf Harmsen, Professor 
Emeritus at Queen’s University. Lectures and talks will be given by them and 
specialists from research institutes and nature reserves. This trip was offered last year 
and due to its popularity, the organizers decided to offer the trip again. 

The trip will begin in the taiga forest of the Krasnoyarsk region, then will cross the 
Solgonskij Krjaz Range and descent into the steppes of Khakassia. The journey will 
continue by boat through the Sayan Mountains following the Yenesei Gorge. The 
final destination will be the crossing of the Sayan Mountains by road. The emphasis 
of the trip is on the ecology, geography and natural history' of various climatic and 
ecological zones. The different ecological zones also include sand and scrub deserts, 
temperate montane forests, high altitude forest and alpine tundra. Natural areas, 
traditional land use as well as recent and potential controversial industrial areas will 
be seen. 

The total duration of the trip is 23 days with the tentative dates being 17 August to 8 
September 2003. The cost is $2200 US and a deposit of $200 US is required at the 
time of registration. The cost covers airfares from Moscow to Krasnoyarsk and back 
to Moscow from Abakan or Kyzyl as well as all essential expenses for the duration of 
the course. Participants are responsible for their travel to and from Moscow and for 
the cost of a Russian visa. Overnight accommodation can be arranged for those who 
wish to spend some extra time in Moscow before or after the trip. Participants must 
bring all their own clothing and personal items such as hiking boots, raingear etc. 

For more information visit the website www.inleruniversity.com or contact Dr. 
Harmsen directly at (613) 533-6136 or (613) 544-3626 or 
harmsenr@biology. queensu. ca. 
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Notice: Upcoming Events at the EOBM 

The Eastern Ontario Biodiversity Museum (EOBM) in Kemptville is having a series of events 
that may be of interest to OFNC members. Anyone who is interested is welcome. Call the 
Museum at (613) 258-3415 for more information and directions. 

SPRING BOOK SALE 

Date and Time: Saturday, April 5, 2003; 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

We are holding another giant book sale to help raise funds for the Museum. Look for 
children's books, novels, popular fiction, nature books, travel, cookbooks, and much more. 

The prices are right! Any books in good condition that you can donate for the sale would be 
welcome. Contact Heather at 613-258-3415. 

FOR THE BIRDS 
Date: Sunday, May 4, 2003 

When it’s still too early for all those spring migrants you can do some indoor birding of a 
different kind! Try the following sessions. 

Great Backyard Bird Count: Post Mortem 
Time: 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 

We invite all the Great Backyard Bird Count participants to visit the Museum for tea, cookies 
and a discussion of the results with the Museum’s Sandy Parsons. This is a chance to interact 
with other birders, hear their experiences and maybe get your questions (and ours) answered. 

A Dialogue for Birdwatchers with Monty Brigham 
Time: 2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

Monty Brigham is a well-known birder with 42 years of experience. He is also a nature sound 
recording specialist with many commercial CDs to his credit. Enjoy Monty’s treasure trove of 
birding stories and knowledge. Share your own experience. 

TALKING TURTLES 
Instructor: Mike Rankin 

Date and Time: Saturday, May 24, 2003; 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Cost: Regular admission, with children under 12, $1. Members are free. 

Meet well-known turtle specialist and enthusiast, Mike Rankin, who will share his know¬ 
ledge and understanding of Eastern Ontario’s turtles. Mike will bring several species with 
him to join our own resident Painted Turtle. 

INSECT IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOP 
Instructor: Dr. Fenja Brodo 

Date and Time: Sunday, June 8, 2003; 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Cost: $50 (paid in advance). All proceeds go to the EOBM. Call Eric at (613) 258-3415. 

This workshop is geared for teens and adults who want to learn more about insect ident¬ 
ification. You will learn the characteristics of the major orders and families and how to 
recognize the features that distinguish each group. Participants will gain facility with 
interpreting identification keys and the associated terminology. You will be provided with a 
microscope and plenty of insects for study. Contact the Museum or Fenja (723-2054 or 
jbrodo@cyberus.cd) for further details. This workshop is limited to seven participants. 
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Coming Events 

arranged by the Excursions & Lectures Committee. 
For further information, 
call the Club number (722-3050). 


Times statedfor excursions are departure times. Please arrive earlier; leaders start 
promptly. If you need a ride, don't hesitate to ask the leader. Restricted trips will be 
open to non-members only after the indicated deadlines. 

ALL OUTINGS: Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the 
weather forecast and activity. Binoculars and/or spotting scopes are essential on all 
birding trips. Unless otherwise stated, transportation will be by car pool. 

REGISTERED BUS TRIPS: Make your reservation for Club bus excursions by 
sending a cheque or money order (Payable to The Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club) to 
Box 35069, Westgate P.O., Ottawa, Ontario, KIZ IA2, at least ten days in advance. 
Include your name, address, telephone number and the name of the outing. Your 
cooperation is appreciated by the Committee so that we do not have to wait to the last 
moment to decide whether a trip should be cancelled due to low registration. In 
order for the Club to offer a bus trip, we needjust over 33 people to register. Iffewer 
than 30 register, we have the option of cancelling the trip or increasing the cost. 

Such decisions must be done a week in advance so we encourage anyone who is 
interested in any bus trip to register as early as possible. We also wish to discourage 
postponing the actual payment of bus fees until the day of the event. 

EVENTS AT THE CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE: The Club is grateful to 
the Museum for their cooperation, and thanks the Museum for the use of these 
excellent facilities. Club members must be prepared to show their membership cards 
to gain access for Club functions after regular museum hours. 

BIRD STATUS LINE: Phone 860-9000 to learn of recent sightings or birding 
potential in the Ottawa area. To report recent sightings use the 860-9000 number 
and stay on the line. This service is run on behalf of the Birds Committee and is 
available to members and non-members. 
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Sunday SPRING B1RDING AT PRESQU’ILE 

6 April Leader: Roy John 

6:30 a.m. Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast comer of the 

to parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

6:30 p.m. Cost: $30.00 (PLEASE REGISTER EARLY; see the 

introduction to Coming Events for information). 

The Club’s traditional spring outing to Presqu’ile Provincial 
Park offers an ideal opportunity to study the diverse assortment 
of waterfowl that congregate in the surrounding waters during 
their northward migration. Transportation will be by a 
comfortable motor coach equipped with washroom. 



Tuesday 

8 April 

7:00 p.m. 

Social & Club 
Business 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

UNDER THE ICE 

Speaker: Kathy Conlan 

Meet: Auditorium, Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe and 
McLeod Streets. 

7:30 p.m. 

Formal 

Program 

See the penguin and the Polar Bear perspectives! Dr Kathleen 

Conlan, a Research Scientist in marine biology at the Canadian 
Museum of Nature, will share some of her research and diving 
experiences under the sea ice in the Arctic and Antarctic. 

Saturday 

26 April 

7:30 p.m. 

OFNC SOIREE WINE AND CHEESE PARTY AND 
ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY 

Meet: St. Basil's Church. The entrance is off Maitland 

Ave., just North of the Queensway. 


There is plenty of parking. Please bring all artwork to St. Basil’s 
after 6 p.m. on the 26*. Everyone is encouraged to bring his or her 
photos, paintings, etc. The event will start at 7:30 p.m. 


PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE AND DAY FROM 
PREVIOUS YEARS. 
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THURSDAY EVENING NATURE WALKS FOR BEGINNERS 

These informal walks are offered to expand member’s knowledge of the local 
birds. Children are most welcome on these outings. Wear suitable footwear and 
bring insect repellent. 

DATE TIME PLACE LEADER 

1 May 6.30 p.m. Britannia Woods Conservation Area Dave Moore 

8 May 6.30 p.m. Britannia Woods Conservation Area Dave Moore 

Meet at the entrance gate to the Britannia Filtration plant on Cassels Rd. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING NATURE WALKS FOR BEGINNERS 

These informal walks are offered to expand member’s general knowledge of nature. 
Children are most welcome on these outings. Wear suitable footwear and bring 
insect repellent. 

DATE TIME PLACE LEADERS 

14 May 6.30 p.m. Fletcher Wildlife Garden Frank Pope and Mary Marsh 

21 May 6.30 p.m. Fletcher Wildlife Garden Frank Pope and Mary Marsh 


Meet at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden Parking lot. 

(Map at http://home.achilles.net/ofnc/flelcher/location.php3). 


May 

to 

September 



FLETCHER WILDLIFE GARDEN 

Meet: FWG’s Interpretive Centre is on the east side of 

Prince of Wales Drive, south of the traffic circle. 

The Interpretive Centre will be open Sunday afternoons, 
noon to 4:00 pm. Come and browse the library and see the 
displays. If we have a summer student employee again this 
year, this person will be on site on weekdays from mid-June 
to late August and will provide information and access to 
the Interpretation Centre. 
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Saturday 

10 May 

11:00 a.m. 

to 

2:00 p.m. 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD DAY 

Location: Fletcher Wildlife Garden 

In cooperation with the Ottawa Wildlife Festival, we will be 
celebrating migratory birds. This year’s theme is Birds: 
Catalyst for Conservation. Join us at the FWG to discover 
more about the songbirds that wing their way north each 
spring from wintering grounds in Latin America. We will be 
focussing on the problems these birds face on their long 
journey, on their wintering and nesting grounds and how 
you can help. We will have guided birding walks around 
the garden, displays and handouts. Contact Christine 

Hanrahan at vanessa@magma.ca or phone the FWG at 
234-6767 and leave a message. 

Sunday 

11 May 

9:00 a.m. 

SPRING FLOWERS 

Leader: Bill Arthurs and Mary Marsh 

Meet: Elmvale Shopping Centre, northeast comer of the 
parking lot, St. Laurent Boulevard at Smyth Road. 

Join us for a visit to Mer Bleue to see the unusual bog 
plants. The Mer Bleue Conservation Area is a large wetland 
complex inhabited by many plants characteristic of fens and 
bogs. You can easily examine many of these herbs and 
shrubs from the boardwalk that traverses the marsh and 
compare them with the more familiar plants around the 
margin. The group should encounter about 50 species 
during this half-day outing. Please bring along a lunch, 
insect repellent and any appropriate field guides that you 
may wish to consult. 

Tuesday 

13 May 

7:00 p.m. 

Social & Club 
Business 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

THE BIODIVERSITY OF FLIES 

Speaker: Jeff Cumming 

Meet: Auditorium, Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe 
and McLeod Streets. 

7:30 p.m. 

Formal 

Program 

Meet the Flies: Dance Flies, Robber Flies, Snipe Flies, 

Dung Flies, Window Flies, Soldier Flies, to name a few. 

There is much more to flies than the familiar House Flies, 
Mosquitoes and Horse Flies that most people know about. 

Dr. Jeffrey Cumming, Research Scientist at Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada will share with us some insights into 
these abundant but largely ignored animals. 


97 






Thursday 
15 May 
to 

Sunday 
18 May 



SPRING EXCURSION TO POINT PELEE 
Leader: Tony Beck 

The Club is planning its biennial four-day bus excursion to this 
protected area to coincide with the peak of spring bird 
migration. This trip is tentatively scheduled, and plans will 
proceed if there is a sufficient and early response from the 
membership. Accommodation has been reserved so if you are 
interested, please call the Club number (722-3050) as soon as 
possible. The price includes 3 nights accommodation at the 
Comfort Inn, Leamington 

and return highway motor coach transportation. The costs are 
based on a minimum of 30 paying passengers. Participants 
will be encouraged to share rooms so we may accomodate the 
maximum number of people. 

The cost for 4 people per room is $299.00 per person 
The cost for 3 people per room is $329.00 per person 
The cost for 2 people per room is $405.00 per person 
The cost for 1 person in a room is $698.00 per person 
Comprehensive Insurance including cancellation for medical 
reasons is $16.00 per person and is optional. 

All the other arrangements are the same as previous trips. 
Registered people will be contacted prior to departure with the 
exact details. 


Saturday BASIC BOTANY 

24 May Teachers: Phillip Martin and Roy John 

1:00 p.m. Meet: Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe and McLeod 

to Streets, room number to be determined. 

5:00 p.m. This is a parallel course to the introduction to Birdwatching 

given previously. It will cover the basics of field botany and 
is intended for beginners. The course details have not been 
finalised, but will likely include an introduction to the plant 
kingdom, plant basics, identification methods and Ottawa 
area flowers. There is space for 40 so please register at the 
club number (722-3050). 

The date was originally printed as Saturday 19 April) 

Saturday 7 th ANNUAL TAVERNER CUP BIRDING EVENT 

24 May If you read Jeffs article in this issue and thought it sounded 

fun and challenging, I suggest you considering participating. 
Further details may be obtained from Jeff Harrison at 
dha(a).videotronn.ca or check out www-net.com/taverner/. 
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Saturday 
7 June 
9:00 a.m. 
to 

12:00 noon 


WORKSHOP ON FUNGI -MUSHROOMS OF 
EASTERN ONTARIO AND WESTERN QUEBEC 
Leader: Otto Loesel 

Meet: Room 17 (basement), Canadian Museum of Nature, 
Metcalfe and McLeod Streets. 

Note: Space is limited to 40 people. 

This workshop is designed for people with little to no 
experience in mycology. It will begin with general 
information on the taxonomy and systematics of 
macrofungi, methods of identification and general remarks 
on edibility and toxicity. There will also be some 
information on existing herbaria, databases, bibliographies 
and websites. 

Presentation of more than 130 power point projections of 
mostly common species of mushrooms (herbarium 
specimens and in the field) subdivided into distinctive 
groups with personal commentaries. The images shown 
originate from a CD which is presently available only in 
North America. Title: Mille et un champignons du Quebec 
- Cercle de mycologues de Montreal 
There will also be a discussion on forming a sub-committee 
on mycology, with the objective to coordinate some 
identification sessions from mid-August to the beginning of 
October and establishing a database for species reported. 


Saturday 
7 June 
10 a.m. 
to 

12:00 noon 



FLETCHER WILDLIFE GARDEN ANNUAL NATIVE 
PLANT SALE 

Location: Fletcher Garden Interpretive Centre, east side of 
Prince of Wales Drive, south of the traffic circle. 

During this annual fund raiser, we will be selling native 
plants and other garden perennials. 

We depend on the generous donation of native plants from 
Club members and others to make this year a success. 

Please keep the FWG in mind as you start spring gardening. 
We'd be happy to pick up donated plants (just call Sandy at 
730-0714 or sgarland@achilles.net) or you may bring them 
to the garden Friday morning before the sale. 
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Tuesday 
10 June 
7:00 p.m. 
Social & Club 
Business 

7:30 p.m. 

Formal 

Program 


Sunday 
June 15 
9:00 a.m, 


Sunday 
June 29 
9:30 a.m 


Saturday 
July 5 
9:00 a.m. 


THE ENVIRONMENTAL BILL OF RIGHTS 
Speaker: John Ferguson 

Meet: Auditorium, Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe and 
McLeod Streets. 

The Environmental Bill of Rights is one of the most significant 
environmental laws in Canada. It empowers all Ontarians to 
participate in environmentally significant decisions being made 
by the provincial government before they are finalized. This 
presentation will explain how we can use these rights to hold 
the Ontario government accountable. Dr. Ferguson is an 
educational advisor for the Environmental Commissioner of 
Ontario_ 

BLUEBIRD OUTING ALONG WITH A NATURE WALK 
Leader: Paddy Marsden-Dole 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast comer of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Join Paddy in a hunt for Bluebirds and anything else that may 
appear this time of year. Bring a picnic lunch, good walking 
footwear and dress for the conditions. Children are always 
welcome. 


PURDON FEN 
Leader: Robina Bennett 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast comer of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

The Purdon Fen in Lanark County is home to probably the 
largest colony of Showy Lady’s Slipper orchids in Canada. In 
addition to these beautiful orchids, participants will have an 
opportunity to see Leafy White Bog Orchids, Pitcher Plant and 
other interesting wildflowers. Bring a lunch for this long half¬ 
day outing. There will be an opportunity to canoe and swim in 
the afternoon. 

ALFRED BOG: A DRIVE IN THE COUNTRY 
Leader: Frank Pope 

Meet: Elmvale Shopping Centre, northeast comer of the 
parking lot, St Laurent Blvd at Smyth Road. 

Although the 1,000 ft. board walk into Alfred Bog will be the 
primary destination, other potential sites are: Jessops Falls, 
Alfred College (nature walk), Alfred sewage lagoons, a drive 
around the bog (peat extraction), Atocas Bay (pot hole habitat), 
Lemieux (mud slide) and Larose Forest. 

Transportation will be by car pool. Please register by June 30 
in order that we can match drivers and passengers. 
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Saturday MORRIS ISLAND 

26 July Leader: Chris Lewis 

8:30 a!m. Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, north-east comer of 

the parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

The Odonata comprising the dragonflies and damselflies are 
an often overlooked and ancient fauna. The Morris Island 
Conservation Area with its wide expanses of relatively still 
water continues to be one of the most rewarding places to 
hunt for these insects. It offers a fantastic variety of species 
and habitat (55 species have been recorded to date) and 
promises a good time for all. Once again, join Chris in 
exploring for these amazing insects. Bring along a lunch 
and an insect net, if you have one. 



The Fletcher Wildlife Garden would like to invite all 
members to review their website at 

http://home.achilles.nel/ofnc/Jletcher.php3 or to check out 
the quarterly FWG Newsletter What's up at the Fletcher 
Wildlife Garden. 


DEADLINE: Material intended for the July - September issue must be in the 
editor’s hands by May I, 2003. Mail your manuscripts to: 

Karen McLachlan Hamilton 

2980 Moodie Drive, Nepean, ON, K2J 4S7 

H: (613) 838-4943 email: hamilton@storm.ca. 


ANY ARTICLES FOR TRAIL & LANDSCAPE? 

Have you been on an interesting field trip or made some unusual observations 
recently? Is there a colony of rare plants or a nesting site that needs protection? 
Write up your thoughts and send them to Trail & Landscape. We accept email, 
diskettes and CDs, or submissions in traditional form- typed, written, printed or 
painted! 


URL of our site: 
http://www. achilles. net/ofnc/ 


WEBMASTER’S email 
ofhc@achilles.net 











ISSN 0041-0748 


CANADA | 

^ POSTES 

POST 

■F CANADA 

Postage paid 

Port pay6 

Publications Mail 

Poste-publications 

40012317 


TRAIL & LANDSCAPE 

Published by 


THE OTTAWA FIELD-NATURALISTS’ CLUB 


Postage paid in cash at Ottawa 


Change of Address Notices and Undeliverable Copies: 
Box 35069, Westgate P.O. 

Ottawa, K1Z 1A2 


Return postage guaranteed 


Printed by 

LOMOR PRINTERS LTD. 









